
lnformatiods Scientists are mainly concerned with the 
provision d appsoprjale illformtloa rapidly, 
economicalIy and aulhoritaliueIy to the users. 

A document (or prc-packaged information) usually 
aims at a certaiil uScr or a group of lrsers and lzencc it 
would not satisfy the needs of another user or group 
having dirfercnt interests. The information acquired 
by a library or an InformaLion centre would not be 
appropriate to all categories of users. I t  is considered 
that supplying irrelevant iiiformation to a user is an 
uileconointc and undesirable exercise. This iileans 
tlhat inforination generated from a certain source cannot 
be Lransferred, as it is,. to the user. 

Available pre-prepared infornwthn has to be 
convert& lo a BCW product in view of satisfyil~g $if$erent 
categories @of users. Preparation of documents 
(or infolrmt&ion packages) has to be done taking into 
consideration the user needs and aiming at saving the  
time of the users. This is done by extracting, condensing, 
d&estirrg and eval~ratlng the already available information. 
This technique is qalled 'infomation consolidation'. 
To aeosinp1is.l-ths, obviously, the information scientist 
should have a ba@ground knowledge of the subject 
co~werned.. 

Cafrs@l%datiolz is not  m e l y  gathering the relevant 
iofor~natioh and f ~ m m d i n g  it to  She users. . The 
information scientist goes a step further by eva~u~cilfi~g ' . 
and condensing this information and creating a usable 
information pmduct. In d ~ h g  SO, Izc &wid ensure 
that the reader does nst  recaive invalid apd>y.n8pprorpiate 
informnation. Digests, the state-sf-the art reports, 
surveys, compe'~dia, are some of the informaation products 
preparpd by coi~olidation. 

Consolidation caliilot be done straight away from an 
information resource. To PaciJifate coulsolidath~i the 
resource has to be systematically organized. The 
d~wume13"rs in  the resourcie have to be analysed tb, disdose 
the hidden infenmation. A docummt such.a& a book, 
repafit, pedodkd  e k  would contain infomation r>nts%e 
the envisaged subject fiejd. This infagmation would 
not he rev3ald z l a l e s~e~documen t  it3 andysed. Xndgxiag, 
classificatim, cataloguihg m d  abstritcti~~g are soale 
techniques used in infmmati6n analysis. 

The m l y s e d  i w h m t i a n  is  lhm %med In a rdrie- 
vable manner. 

. . 
Acquisition, aoalysss, storage, retrieval, c@nsdd&%Fd~ 

and dissemination are diii'erent stages of the illformation 
transfer. Analysis is done at the input stage and 
consolndat~~on at flae out-put aaage. 

. , 

I .  

I - -> I Retrieunl I--> 
These two tecllni ueS are  usuaiiy d011-e % a n '  

Information Analysis 8 enter (lAC). Scope of 
is usually collfined to a special s ~ b j m t f i d d .  "Ilhe PAC!'?, 
are inanned by information scierttists having a t k m g h  ' . 
knowledge in the subject fieid. ' I k i ~  duty is to - -' 
gathel appropriate information on'the subject by extracting 
hiddeninformation from docuinenls on broader and allied 
subjects, to evaluate the ~nformatiaa .in ,order tq 
to filter off unwanted and undesirableinfox~t.ion, , 

to store scch ir~formation in .a retrievabrle manner .and ' 

finally to consolidate information in view of mtisfyim 
the particular need of a user. 

The new trer~d in the infirrnatio* fidld: is coicerned 
with the establishment' of IAC's on va r i~us  specQd , 
suI$ects with a view to supplying the.sienti~ts.and,. . 
research workers, who cannof affora wasting their valiiablq 
time in searching for information, with most appropriate ' 
and condensed or sunzniarised information. 

ISnesco definitions: 

Consolidtttion: The merging and sy~lthesis 13' ~&d&fic 
infomation or data on a given subject in the farm sf 
compendia, surveys, stafe-of-the-art reports, etc. bE~aIm- 
tion' and 'Gon~pressio~~' are implied in the process. 

Aualysis : (a) in pnezal the %xrp~ce8sio~i ~f ,d@blilmi%& ' 
of conte~lts in a form different from the original through 
op!ratjons such as abstracting, indexing, translation 
revliemng, evaluation, etc. 

( 6 )  more spacdfkallyi in 'iufD.m&on 
analysis't11.e comh~led me of these . s g e r a t i m ~  to . 
provide &finite u s r  gsaups with evalxatad hd ias  of 
knowledge ; in%ormlim. am1yds centres, the 
organizations responsibIe for this fyction.. 
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