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Agropr ocessrltg acllv~tres of I ur al Iiouseholds have bee11 a t r  atlrtlotlal veritut e OF \voliieli 111 SI I 
Lanka for many generations, and vely l~ttle research Iias been done to ~den t~fy  constraints and 
Issues for policy fot mulation 

/I 
This study aimed at identifying the income generating agtoprocessitig activities of wamell in 
Batticaloa District, their socioeconotnic conditions, level of women's participation, ~nconie' 
levels generated, problems encountered by women and policy implications 

P 

Initially a XiXA was carried out to ider~titj, the different types of agroprocessing activities arld 
tlteir- localioll it1 l l~e  distr.icl Lates a stl-uc;ll~r-etl q r ~ e h l i ~ i i i  was used to cullecr ill-dej,tli 
information regarding each difTerent agropl-ocessing activity. 

Eight difYerent types of agropt-ocessing activities were identified viz. Casllew Psocessing, 
Ci11.d Making, Rice flakes Production , Roasted Rice flour Production , Dry fish prodrrction &,. 
"Pan" Processing. Most of these were mainly done by women on a part time basis, except fol- 
cashew processing, rice flakes and curd product;btf wliich were full - time work Sotile of this 
activities were done by widowed woliieli ( eg: Rice flakes pr-oduction, I-ice pounding), . 

Tl~e socioeco~iol~~ic condition of wolnell involved val-ied ~nucli nliiong tlie eight dill'erelit 
activities. The average age of women involved varied between 38 to 50 years and the faruily 
siz,e sanged frolri 3 to 5 persons / household., In some activities the wot~ler~ involved wel-e 
illitesate (50 to 70%), wliile il l  otller activities lliey Iiad about 6 lo 8 yeass oTcduca1io11. Mosl 
of the wo:nen's involved an the average had 10 years experietice, while a few had around 20 
yeat-s, but itone had undergone any formal tl-aining pr-ogr-~nls related to their activity. 

The average income obtained by women from these activities ranged fsom Rs 1,650 to 
Ks 2,900 per month l'lle contribution of women's income towards total household income 
varied from 53% to 70% per month Major proble~ns facedbby won1ell involved were , 

seasonality of activity, lack of capital RL access to formal credit sources, marketing difficulties 
and health hazards 

Agroprocessing activities of women is not str-otigly supported by Govertiment arid NGO's a t  
tile village level 'l 'he~e is a need to rectrfy tllis either thl-ougli tiovernine~tt instrtutions ol 
NGO's involvement by providing training, facilitating access to credit from Banks, health 
rnenaces and assista~lce in marketing processed prodrlcts 
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