
SUMMARY 

S e a g r a s s  b e d s  a r e  h i g h  p r o d u c t i v e  e c o s y s t e m s  wh ich  o c c u r  i n  

t h e  s e a ,  i n  l a g o o n s  and i n  e s t u a r i e s .  They a r e  p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e s  

o f  many s a n d  and  r e e f  f l a t s  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  waters o f  S r i  Lanka .  

A l though  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  i s l a n d ,  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and  e c o l o g y .  Salm i n  1981 h a s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s e a g r a s s  b e d s  i n  t h e  K o k k i l a i  

l a g o o n ,  P u t t a l a m  and  Du tch  Bays, J a f f n a  and  Mannar D i s t r i c t s  as 

w e l l  as i n  t h e  Negombo Lagoon.  Some i n f o r m a t i o n  is  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  

on t h e  taxonomy o f  s e a g r a s s e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  some 

c o n f u s i o n  even  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a  t h a t  have been  r e c o r d e d  

f o r  S r i  Lanka .  Abeywickrema ( p e r s .  comm.) r e c o r d s  1 2  s p e c i e s  

d i v i d e d  among 9 g e n e r a  f o r  S r i  Lanka  b a s e d  on p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d s .  

The g e n e r a  Halodule, 7 ; o s t e r a  and W s s i o -  r e c o r d e d  f o r  

S r i  Lanka by  Samarakoon i n  1986 i n  a d r a f t  T e c h n i c a l  Repor t  o f  a  

Workshop on C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t s  i n  t h e  C o a s t a l  Zone (CCD/USAID/URI) 

i f  t h e y  a r e  t r u e l y  p r e s e n t ,  have  n o t  been  i n c l u d e d  i n  

Abeywickrema's  r e c o r d s .  

The p r e s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  

e x t e n s i v e  b e d s  o f  seagrasses i n  t h e  Negombo Lagoon.  I n  a r e a l  

e x t e n t  t h e  c o v e r  b y  s e a g r a s s  b e d s  e x c e e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  mangroves o f  

t h e  Negombo Lagoon a t  l e a s t  by three t imes. I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

t h e  h i g h l y  p r o d u c t i v e  seagrass b e d s  i n  t h e  Negombo Lagoon p l a y  a  

ma jo r  and a more i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  p r o d u c t i v i t y  

t h a n  t h e  mangroves .  F u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  need  t o  b e  g e a r e d  t o  

d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  s e a g r a s s  b e d s  t o  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  prawn f i s h e r y  o f  t h e  Negombo Lagoon. 



The f o l l o w i n g  s e a g r a s s e s  were r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  l agoon  d u r i n g  

t h e  p r e s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  

i) H a l o ~ h u  o v a l i s  

i i )  HaloPhiLa b e c c u  - .  

i i i )  H a l o ~ h i l a  s p .  

i v )  R u ~ v i a  s p .  

V )  SPrinaodiuP i q o e t i f o l i u m  

v i )  H a l o d u l e  ? 

F u r t h e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  

c o u l d  stress t h e  s e a g r a s s  b e d s  were  o b s e r v e d .  Among them were ;  

( i )  The u s e  o f  d r a g  n e t s  f o r  f i s h i n g .  

( i i )  The d i s t u r b a n c e  t o  s e a g r a s s  b e d s  by t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p o l y e h a e t e  worms t o  b e  u s e d  as  a  

f e e d  i n  t h e  s h r i m p  h a t c h e r i e s  t h a t  have  d e v e l o p e d  

r e c e n t l y  i n  t h e  Negombo a r e a .  
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