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Some Problems Connected with the 
Cultivation of other Food Crops 

G. J a y a n a t h 

T h e need for t he country to move towards self sufficiency in its food 
requirements h a s for m a n y reasons been a n over-riding goal of successive 
administrat ions, and a rapid expansion in subsidiary food crop production 

: ' a n essential p a r t of th is strategy. A considerable p a r t of our food imports, 
for Instance, h a s comprised wheat a n d wheat flour a n d i t is argued t h a t 

' t he one way this t rend could be reversed was to Increase production and 
consumption of substi tutes which are Included under t he category of 

• ' 'subsidiary' food crops. On the contrary when wheat flour is more freely 
'• available in t he marke t the tendency h a s been for people to move away 

from the substi tutes such as locally grown roots, tubers and cereals. I n 
th i s paper G. J ayana th , of t h e People's Bank, Research Depar tment , dis­
cusses how th i s h a s happened a n d wha t measures have been taken to 
a t t empt to reverse t he t rend. His conclusion is clearly t h a t production 
could be expanded only if producers find it. a t t ract ive enough to do so, but 
there comes a stage when consumers interests can collide. T h e greatest 
challenge before the authori t ies he concludes, is to avoid th i s clash of 
local producer and consumer Interests and still push forward towards self 
sufficiency in a t least some of t he more essential subsidiary food items. 

A t a t i m e w h e n a l l e f for t s a r e 
b e i n g m a d e fo r t h e c o u n t r y . t o 
a c h i e v e sel f -suff ic iency i n r i c e , t h e r e 
a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a d o w n w a r d 
t r e n d i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n of ' o t h e r ' 
food c r o p s ove r t h e l a s t few y e a r s . 
P a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r 1976. t h e p r o d u c ­
t i o n of ' o t h e r ' food c r o p s h a s r e ­
g i s t e r e d a c o n t i n u o u s d e c l i n i n g 
t r e n d . I t m a y b e o b s e r v e d t h a t i n 
t h e m e a n t i m e t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f r i c e 
d u r i n g t h i s s a m e p e r i o d h a s r e c o r d ­
ed a r a p i d i n c r e a s e w i t h a n e w c r o p 
r e c o r d for e a c h y e a r a f t e r 1976-

T h o u g h r i ce f o r m s t h e s t a p l e 
d i e t of t h e p e o p l e of S r i L a n k a , food 
i t e m s s u c h a s m i l l e t s o r c o a r s e 
g r a i n s a n d m a i z e , g r a m a n d o t h e r 
pu l se s , a n d y a m s l ike sweet pota to 
a n d m a n i o c h a v e a s s u m e d a n i m ­
p o r t a n t p l a c e i n t h e d i e t of e v e r y 
h o u s e h o l d i n t h e c o u n t r y f r o m 
a n c i e n t t i m e s . I t w a s o n l y a f t e r 
fo re ign r u l e c a m e t o b e e s t a b l i s h ­
ed t h a t p e o p l e In t h i s c o u n t r y t o o 
deve loped a t e n d e n c y a n d t h e h a b i t 
of c o n s u m i n g food m a d e of w h e a t 
f lour . Be fo re t h e a d v e n t of t h e 
f o r e i g n e r s a r u r a l s u b s i s t e n c e e c o ­
n o m y e n s u r e d self suff iciency i n 
food. T h e t r a n s i t i o n t o a m o d e r n 
e x p o r t e c o n o m y l ed t o a c h a n g e i n 
t h e e n t i r e e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e a n d 
t h e n e w p l a n t a t i o n s y s t e m of c a s h 
c r o p s l ike t e a a n d r u b b e r , m a d e 
d e e p i n r o a d s I n t o t h e e x i s t i n g v i l ­
l a g e e c o n o m y r e s u l t i n g i n a n e g l e c t 
of t h e ex i s t i ng s u b s i s t e n c e a g r i ­
c u l t u r e . T h e e c o n o m y of t h e v i l l age 
g r a d u a l l y b e c a m e less a n d less 
a d o p t e d t o s u p p l y i n g e v e n t h e 
e v e r y d a y n e e d s of tiie c o m m u n i t y . 

E v e n a t p r e s e n t , t h e l ive l ihood 

in t h e r u r a l s e c t o r i s b a s e d m a i n ­
ly o n a g r i c u l t u r e w i t h p a d d y a n d 
' o t h e r ' food c r o p s t a k i n g t h e first 
a n d s e c o n d p l a c e r e s p e c t i v e l y ; 
w h i l e t h e d i e t a r y h a b i t s of t h e r u r a l 
peop le h a v e n o t u n d e r g o n e a n y 
m a j o r c h a n g e s a s s u c h , i n r e c e n t 
t i m e s m u c h a t t e n t i o n h a s b e e n 
focussed o n t h e p r o d u c t i o n of 
' o t h e r ' food c r o p s a s a s u b s t i t u t e 
for r i c e a n d w h e a t f lour . A n o t h e r 
f a c t o r c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h i s e m p h a ­
s i s h a s b e e n t h e r e a l i s a t i o n t h a t 
l a r g e r q u a n t i t i e s of p u l s e s , c e r e a l s 
a n d seeds l ike g inge l ly a n d soya 
h a v e a h i g h n u t r i t i o n a l v a l u e a n d 
a r e e s s e n t i a l fo r a b a l a n c e d d i e t . 
F u r t h e r , t h e r e h a s a l so b e e n m u c h 
I n d u c e m e n t a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o 
g r o w chi l l ies , r e d o n i o n s a n d p o t a ­
t o e s w h i c h u p t o t h e 1960's c o n s t i ­
t u t e d n e a r l y 90 p e r c e n t of t h e t o t a l 
v a l u e of I m p o r t s of t h e ' o t h e r ' 

foods tu f f s sec to r . T h e S o c l o - E c o n o -
m i c S u r v e y of t h e D e p a r t m e n t of 
C e n s u s a n d S t a t i s t i c s s h o w e d t h a t 
i n 1974 a m a j o r p o r t i o n of o u r d i e t 
c o n s i s t e d of ce rea l s . I t a l s o s h o w e d 
t h a t t h e def ic iency i n pu l ses , fish 
a n d m e a t , m i l k a n d m i l k p r o ­
d u c t s , v e g e t a b l e s a n d f r u i t c o n ­
s u m p t i o n w a s s t r i k i n g . T h e da l ly , 
p e r p e r s o n , a v a i l a b i l i t y of food 
s u p p l y ( i n g r a m s ) t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e m i n i m u m a m o u n t s r e c o m m e n d ­
ed by t h e M R I w e r e a s fo l lows : 

TABLE 1 . 
Daily per capita availability of food 

supply In grams 
Food balance sheet (Census and 

Statistics) 
Availability In 1974 Recommended 
I t ems Grams Allowances 
Rice 271.8 
W h e a t 89.3 
Total including 
o thers 369.0 348 

Coconut Kerne l 85.6 85 
F a t s and oils 7.0 13 
Yams 127.6 110 
Sugar 18.0 30 
Total 607.2 586 
Pulses 2.0 30 
Meats 3.3 10 
Fish 17.7 60 
Milk & Milk 
Products 30.6 60 

Eggs 4.0 8 
Total 57.6 168 
Vegetables 97.2 150 
Fru i t s 28.4 50 
Total 125.0 l o o 

I m p o r t s t a t i s t i c s g i v e n be low d e ­
m o n s t r a t e t h a t I m p o r t s of ch i l l ies , 
r e d o n i o n s , a n d p o t a t o e s h a d b e e n 
i n c r e a s i n g u p t o t h e e a r l y 1970's a n d 
w e r e r e d u c e d d r a s t i c a l l y t h e r e ­
a f t e r , b u t o n c e a g a i n w e r e s t e p p e d 
u p f r o m 1978. 

*The "Other Food Crops" referred t o here , also more commonly termed 
"Subsidiary Food Crops", generally comprise those crops t h a t provide food­
stuffs o ther t h a n rice, sugar, fish products and livestock products. They 
have been a n essential pa r t of t h e diet of our people and over t h e pas t 
two decades have taken up nearly one-third of t h e value of t h e country's 
annua l food import bill. Many of these crops can be grown extensively in th i s 
country and have been p a r t of t he t radi t ional cultivation in chenas a n d home-
gardens, a n d the national development programmes over the years have all 
envisaged a move towards self-sufficiency in regard to most of these crops 
th rough both intensified cultivation and import substitution. 

These 'other ' or 'subsidiary' food crops, we refer to, can be listed under 
four broad categories. 

(a) Potatoes, sweet potatoes, manioc, o ther yams or roots and 
tubers. 

(b) Red onions, Bombay onions, chillies and o ther condiments. 
(c) Ground nuts , green gram, black gram, seeds like gingelly and soya 

bean, and other pulses. 
<d v Maize, sorghum, mineri , t h a n anal a n d other coarse grains. 
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TABLE 2. IMPORTS O F CHILLIES, ONIONS AND POTATOES-QUANTITY AND VALUE—1958-1979 

Year 

1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 

QUANTITY COOO cwts.) 
Chillies Onions Potatoes Total Chillies Onions 

285 12 865 1,162 21,773 214 
316 46 271 633 24,619 575 
345 203 1,115 1,003 36,537 3,285 
206 212 1,189 1,606 20,411 2,861 
380 166 1,058 1,604 36,342 2,516 
343 153 1,368 1,864 37,864 1,797 
425 111 1,471 2,007 46,471 2,822 
278 130 1,074 1,483 30,009 2,535 
358 104 1,220 1,682 42,550 1,620 
296 38 362 690 29,332 755 
352 989 10 1,350 34,156 16,217 
245 1,273 Nil 1,510 25,520 23,556 
263 1,296 4 1,563 30,000 29,109 
326 45 63 444 39,700 752 
389 20 117 526 24,439 338 

4 — 25 29 500 _ 
— — 197 197 — 
— — 12 12 
— — 17 17 

20 — 3 22 13,800 
118 357 78 553 78,800 45,229 
166 254 163 584 101,722 36,950 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture 

Potatoes 

16,629 
6,357 

19,169 
20,497 
22,233 
26,076 
25,462 
17,908 
24,053 
6,696 

360 
Nil 

178 
3,835 
7,596 
1,763 
5,547 
1,134 
2,143 

606 
9,256 

27,840 

'000) 
Total 

38,616 
31,552 
58,991 
43,769 
61,091 
65,737 
74,754 
50,452 
68,223 
36,783 
50,733 
49,075 
59,286 
44,287 
32,373 
2,263 
5,541 
1,134 
2,144 

14,645 
133,406 
166,285 

S i n c e I m p o r t a t i o n of s u c h food 
i t e m s h a d a d v e r s e effects o n o u r 
f o r e i g n e x c h a n g e e a r n i n g s , m e a ­
s u r e s w e r e t a k e n t o r e s t r i c t s u c h 
i m p o r t s a n d a l s o t o e n c o u r a g e loca l 
p r o d u c t i o n . I n t h e F i v e Y e a r A g ­
r i c u l t u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t P l a n (1966-
1970) m u c h i m p o r t a n c e w a s g i v e n 
t o t h e p r o d u c t i o n of 'o ther* food 
c r o p s . I t w a s t h u s p l a n n e d t o r e a c h 
t h e leve ls of se l f - suf f ic iency i n food 
I t e m s l ike r e d o n i o n s , ch i l l i e s a n d 
p o t a t o e s a n d w i t h t h i s ob j ec t i ve 
I n m i n d i t w a s d e c i d e d t o p r o v i d e 
i r r i g a t i o n fac i l i t i e s t o a b o u t 40,000 
a c r e s of n e w l a n d a s s h o w n below. 

T A B L E 3 . S o u r c e s of i r r i g a t i o n 
to s e r v e n e w l a n d s 

t h e a c r e a g e u n d e r 'other* food 
c r o p s a s wel l , a s s e e n i n t h e t a b l e 
below. 

U n d e r t h i s p l a n i t w a s e x p e c t ­
e d t o p r o v i d e I r r i g a t i o n fac i l i t i es t o 
a t o t a l a r e a of 68,000 a c r e s , fo r c u l ­
t i v a t i n g ' o t h e r ' food c r o p s . D u r i n g 

t h e pe r iod 1970-76, t h e e x t e n t c u l t i ­
v a t e d w i t h 'other* food c r o p s h a d 
i n c r e a s e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y i.e. 472,461 
a c r e s o r 120.7 p e r c e n t . W h a t Is i m ­
p o r t a n t h e r e i s t h a t t h e p r o d u c ­
t i o n i n c r e a s e s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d 
h a d b r o u g h t t h e c o u n t r y c loser t o 

TABLE 4. SELECTED SUBSIDIARY FOOD CROPS-PRODUCTION SUPPLY 
AND DEMAND (cwts) 1970-76) 

Crops 

L l i f t I r r iga t ion Acres 
(a) Surface sources — 15,000 
(b) Under ground water — 5,000 
I I . Gravi ty I r r iga t ion 

n n d e r t a n k schemes 
(a) Major t a n k 

schemes — 15,000 
(b) Minor t a n k 

15,000 

schemes — 5,000 
40,000 

Dried Chillies 
Red Onions 
Pulses 
Maize 
Sorghum 
Soya Beans ... 
Ground Nuts 

Production 
in 1970 

125,000 
716,000 
50,700 

409,000 
1,000 

132,000 

Projected 
Demand 
1976 

670,000 
2,400,000 
1,824,000 

800,000 
340,000 

1,433,000 6,234,000 

Supply 
Estimated 
1976 

600,000 
2,400,000 

265,000 
660,000 
23,000 
63,000 

266,000 

4,277,000 

Source: Agricultural Development 
Proposal (1966-1977) 

A l t h o u g h t h e s e t a r g e t s s e t I n 
t h e P l a n w e r e n o t ful ly r e a c h e d , 
i t w a s q u i t e e v i d e n t t h a t c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e p r o g r e s s h a d b e e n m a d e d u r i n g 
t h e p e r i o d 1965-70. T h e e x t e n t u n ­
d e r p r o d u c t i o n i n c r e a s e d - ( 1 5 % ) b y 
49,065 a c r e s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . 
Aga in , i n t h e F i v e Y e a r P l a n (1972-
76) m u c h e m p h a s i s w a s p l a c e d o n 
l o c a l p r o d u c t i o n a n d n u m e r o u s p r o ­
g r a m m e s w e r e d r a w n u p t o e x t e n d 

Source: The Five Year Plan 1972-1976 

TABLE 5. ACREAGE UNDER CULTIVATION 

Kurakkan 
Maize 
Chillies 
Red Onions 
Potato 
Manioc 
Sweet Potato 

1965 1970 1976 

64,635 52,078 97,630 
29,408 50,736 94,992> 
48,603 58,996 134,873 
14,559 .16,660 23,892 
1,662 8,188 7,693 

130,498 147,046 373,575 
34,418 39,150 112,548 

323,777 372,842 845,303 

Source: Economic Review-February 1978 
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t h e g o a l of se l f -suff ic iency. T h e s l g - p e r i o d 1970-76 w a s l a r g e l y a r e s u l t - c e s o b t a i n e d b y f a r m e r s . 
n i f l e a n t p r o g r e s s a c h i e v e d I n t h e of f a c t o r s s u c h a s t h e b a n o n l m - A n e x a m i n a t i o n of p r o d u c t i o n f igures 
' o t h e r ' food c r o p s s e c t o r d u r i n g t h e p o r t s a n d t h e c o n s e q u e n t h i g h p r i - r e l a t i n g t o ' o t h e r ' food c r o p s for 

TABLE 6 . PRODUCTION O F 'OTHER* FOOD CROPS Cwts. ( 0 0 0 ) 1 9 7 2 - 7 9 

1 9 7 2 1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 1 9 7 5 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 1 9 7 8 1 9 7 9 

1. Maize ... ... ... 261.2 268.4 469.4 680.4 611.5 825.5 692.8 512.3 
2. Sorghum ... ... ... 0.6 22.2 61.7 120.0 32.6 39.4 10.7 1.6 

. 3. Kurakkan ... ... 540.6 472.5 385.0 404.6 306.9 447.2 287.5 211.7 
4. Mencri ... ... ... . N.A. 6.7 N.A. 9.7 46.5 21.2 10.2 2.0 
5. Thanahal ... ... ... N.A. N.A. 9.7 3.4 3.9 2.6 4.1 .7 

Course Grains ... ... 802.4 769.8 924.8 1,218.1 971.4 1.335.9 1,005.3 728.3 

6. Green Gram ... ... ... 24.6 58.2 116.0 116.7 91.0 153.6 165.3 190.5 
7. Black Gram ... ... ... N.A. N.A. 12.8 20.5 46.5 230.4 154.9 119.0 
8. Cowpea ... ... ... 22.8 12.5 39.7 148.8 234.2 415.8 443.1 369.4 
9. Soya Bean ... ... ... 0.7 4.5 19.6 22.6 14.5 21.8 56.5 26.2 

10. Ground Nuts ... ... ... 107.7 181.7 144.8 149.7 119.8 129.1 147.1 106.3 
11. Dhal ... ... ... 6.2 33.3 153.8 44.8 6.0 .3 2.6 1.0 

Pulses ... ... ... 162.0 290.2 486.7 503.1 512.0 951.0 969.5 812.4 

12. Manioc ... ... ... N.A. N.A. 167.0 15,093.1 13.440.3 10.774.2 9/773.6 7158.1 
13. Sweet Potatoes ... ... 1.106.7 N.A. N.A. . 2,835.9 2,539.4 1,910.6 1,608.2 835.4 
14. Potatoes ... ... ... 922.0 780 538 750 762.0 752.0 588.0 1032.5 

Roots & Tubers ... ... 2,028.7 880 705 18,679 16,741.0 13,436.8 11,969.8 9026.0 

15. Chillies ... ... ... 238.0 382.4 361.8 321.2 715.4 613.4 554.2 430.1 
16. Red Onions ... ... ... 1,223.0 1,242.9 1,396.8 1,423.1 1,541.4 1,306.5 1,417.6 1230.5 
17. Bombay Onions ... ... 36.1 26.5 21.6 26.2 24.6 37.9 70.0 19.5 

Condiments ... ... ... 1,497.1 1,651.8 1.780.2 1,770.5 2,281.4 1,957.8 2,041.8 1680.1 

Total ... ... ... 4,490.2 3,49..8 3,896.7 22,170.7 20,505.8 17,681.5 15,986.4 12,246.80 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture 

TABLE 7 . TOTAL CULTIVATED AREA UNDER 'OTHER' FOOD CROPS (ACRES) 1 9 7 2 - 7 9 

1 9 7 2 1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 1 9 7 5 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 1 9 7 8 1 9 7 9 

1. Maize ... ... 40,142 59,928 95,128 98,970 75,092 96,720 70,718 58,333 
2. Sorghum ... ... 196 2,982 5,405 9,283 2,446 3,431 1,353 236 
3. Kurakkan ... ... 52,894 94,701 94,571 66,289 49,019 63,245 43,665 26,770 
4.- Meneri ... ... N.A. 2,436 N.A. 2,501 2,647 2,724 1,361 407 
5. Thanahal ... ... — N.A. 1,425 1,050 702 428 200 120 

Course Grains ... ... 93,323 160,047 196,529 178,093 129,906 160,548 117,237 85,866 

6. Green Gram ... ... 7,053 12,966 26,417 22,866 20,667 30,509 30,132 30,124 
7. Black Gram ... ... — — 3,439 5,026 12,579 24,279 31,760 21,591 
8. Cowpea ... ... 2,376 3,310 7,395 21,578 47,516 74,516 63,116 74,791 
9. Soya Bean ... ... 211 387 3,232 2,818 1,780 2,502 4,770 3,016 

10. Ground Nut ... ... 11,950 15,379 19,078 19,209 16,615 16,012 26,457 12,484 
11. Dhal ... ... 63 502 3,274 665 169 07 102 170 

Pulses ... ... 21,653 32,544 62,835 94,978 99,326 157,846 155,337 142,176 

12. Manioc ... ... N.A. N.A. 225,642 195,696 171,515 134,804 98,494 82,864 
13. Sweet Potatoes ... ... 35,918 N.A. N.A. 52,492 37,010 31,698 21,787 15,780 
14. Potatoes ... ... 7,809 7,011 5,728 6,307 6,914 7,997 6,509 10,404 

Roots & Tubers 43,727 7,011 231,370 254,495 215,439 175,499 126,790 109,048 

/ 15. Chillies ... ... 59,779 90,903 102,672 81,640 107,088 108,908 83,517 49,750 
16. Red Onions ... ... 14,253 17,288 15,956 15,635 19,135 20,171 15,511 14,533 
17. Bombay Onions ... 617 440 447 349 433 603 557 330 

Condiments ... ... 74,649 108,631 119,075 97,624 120,056 129,682 99,585 64,613 

Total ... 233,261 . 3 0 8 , 2 3 3 609,809 625,190 571,327 622,575 498,949 401,703 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture 
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TABLE 8. OTHER CROPS-YIELD PER ACRE (CWTS) 1972-79 

Course Grains 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

1. Maize 6.51 4.48 4.93 6.87 8.12 9.09 9.80 8.78 
2. Sorghum 3.06 7.44 11.42 12.93 13.33 11.48 7.91 6.78 
3. Kurakkan . 0.01 4.99 4.07 6.10 6.26 7.07 6.59 7.91 
4. Meneri N.A. 2.75 N.A. 3.88 6.23 7.78 7.49 4.91 

Pulses 

6. Green Gram 3.49 4.49 4.39 5.10 4.40 5.03 5.49 6.32 
7. BalckGram N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 3.51 
8. Cowpea 9.60 3.78 5.37 6.90 4.93 5.58 6.51 4.94 
9. Soya Bean 3.32 . 11.63 6.06 8.02 8.15 8.71 11.84 8.69 

10. Ground Nuts 9.01 11.81 7.59 7.79 7.21 8.06 7.19 8.51 
11. Dhal 98.41 . 66.53 46.98 67.37 35.50 42.86 25.49 N.A. 

Roots and Tubers 

12. Manioc N.A. : N.A. . 74 77.13 78.36 79.92 99.23 86.94 
13. Sweet Potatoes ... 30.81. N.A. ' N.A. 54.03 68.61 60.28 73.81 52.38 

Condiments 

14. Chillies 3.98 . . 4.21 3.52 3.93 6.68 5.63 6.64 8.65 
IS. Red Onions 85.81 71.90 87.54 91.02 80.55 64.77 59.11 84.76 
16. Bombay Onions 58.51 60.23 48.32 75.07 56.81 y2.85 62.02 59.09 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture 

t h e . p e r i o d 1970-79 s h o w s a s t e p r i se 
u p t o 1977, b u t a s h a r p d r o p i n 1978-
I n t h e y e a r 1972 t h e t o t a l a r e a u n ­
d e r ' o t h e r ' food c r o p s s t o o d a t 
233,261 a c r e s . I n 1977, i t s h o t u p 
t o 622,575 a c r e s . B u t d u r i n g t h e 
y e a r 1979, i t d r o p p e d t o 401,703 
a c r e s (19 .5%) . A n e x a m i n a t i o n of 
t h e f igu res o n p r o d u c t i o n c l e a r l y r e ­
v e a l s a s i m i l a r d o w n w a r d t r e n d . I n 
1972, p r o d u c t i o n w a s 224,510 t o n s . 
I n 1977 p r o d u c t i o n w e n t u p t o 
884,075 t o n s , b u t a s i n t h e c a s e of 
a c r e a g e i n . 1979, i n p r o d u c t i o n , t o o 
t h e r e w a s a d r o p t o 612,340 t o n s 
(23 .4%). 

T h e a c r e a g e u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n 
i n 1978 s h o w e d a d o w n w a r d t r e n d 
i n a l l t h e ' o t h e r ' food c r o p s e x c e p t 
p o t a t o e s . T h e p r o d u c t i o n of 'o ther* 
food c r o p s o t h e r t h a n g r e e n g r a m 
h a d a l l r e c o r d e d a fa l l i n 1979- T h e 
a v e r a g e y ie ld p e r a c r e t o o h a d 
d r o p p e d i n . 1979, t h e n o t a b l e , e x ­
c e p t i o n s b e i n g s o y a b e a n , g r e e n 
g r a m , ch i l l i e s a n d r e d o n i o n s . 

As s e e n i n t h e t a b l e s t h e p r o ­
d u c t i o n of p u l s e s i n 1979 s t o o d a t 
40,620 t o n s . I n o r d e r t o m e e t t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s r e q u i r e m e n t s I n 1981, t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n w o u l d h a v e t o b e b r o u g h t 
t o 116,990 t o n s , i.e. a n i n c r e a s e of 
m o r e t h a n h u n d r e d p e r c e n t . T o t a l 
w h e a t f l ou r r e q u i r e m e n t s a t p r e ­
s e n t a r e m e t solely b y I m p o r t s . T h e 
ob jec t ive s h o u l d b e t o d e c r e a s e 
w h e a t f lou r i m p o r t s a n d c o n s u m p ­
t i o n a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e I n c r e a s e 
t h e p r o d u c t i o n a n d c o n s u m p t i o n of 
s u b s t i t u t e s l i k e r o o t c r o p s a n d 
pu l se s . A p r o g r a m m e h a s a l r e a d y 
b e e n i m p l e m e n t e d t o p r o d u c e o u r 
e n t i r e r i c e r e q u i r e m e n t s local ly . I n 
1979, a l m o s t 27.9 p e r c e n t of o u r 
loca l r e q u i r e m e n t s of chi l l ies , 16.9 
p e r c e n t of r e d o n i o n s a n d 13.6 p e r ­
c e n t of p o t a t o w e r e m e t t h r o u g h 
i m p o r t s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , a b o u t 8,000 t o n s of 
c e r a l s a n d p u l s e s w e r e b e i n g u s e d 
a n n u a l l y a s a n i m a l f e e d ; b u t t h e 
loca l r e q u i r e m e n t fo r 1980 w a s e s t i -

TABLE 9. PROJECTED F O O D REQUIREMENTS FOR SRI LANKA 1981-91. 
(tons '000) 

Crop 

Rice 
Bread & Wheat Flour 
Roots 
Pulses 

1981 

1,487.02 
485.55 
463.65 
116.99 

1982 

1,632.73 
535(71 
503.78 
128.54 

1991 

1,773.52 
586.11 
540.33 
139.88 

Source:. Department of Census and Statistics 
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m a t e d t o b e a b o u t 60,960 t o n s . I t 
h a s n o t b e e n poss ib le t o m e e t t h i s 
r e q u i r e m e n t . T h i s d a t a a l o n e r e v e a l s 
t h a t l oca l s u p p l y of ' o t h e r ' food 
c r o p s i s f a r s h o r t of t h e e x i s t i n g 
d e m a n d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o T a b l e 2 — o n I m ­
p o r t s u p t o 1966-red o n i o n s , ch i l l ies 
a n d p o t a t o e s h a d b e e n i m p o r t e d i n 
l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s . T h e i m p o r t of t h e s e 
i t e m s w e r e b r o u g h t u n d e r r e s ­
t r i c t i o n i n 1967. I m p o r t s of p o t a t o e s 
w e r e h e a v i l y r e d u c e d , t h o u g h t h e 
d r o p i n i m p o r t s of o n i o n s a n d 
ch i l l i es w a s n o t s i g n i f i c a n t a t t h a t 
t i m e . D u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 1973-76 
w e w e r e a b l e t o d o a w a y w i t h i m ­
p o r t s of r e d o n i o n s a n d ch i l l i es 
t h o u g h s m a l l q u a n t i t i e s of p o t a t o 
w e r e c o m i n g i n . W i t h t h e l i b e r a l i ­
z a t i o n of t r a d e i n N o v e m b e r 1977, 
i t i s q u i t e e v i d e n t t h a t t h e s i t u a ­
t i o n c h a n g e d d r a s t i c a l l y . 

I n 1979 t h e I m p o r t s of ch i l l i es 
rose by 498 p e r c e n t o v e r t h a t of 
1977; I m p o r t s r o s e f r o m 19,600 c w t s 
i n 1977 t o 117,700 c w t s i n 1978 a n d 
165,900 c w t s i n 1979. A t o t a l qua 
t i ty of 357,342 c w t s of r e d o n i o r i 
w a s i m p o r t e d I n 1978 a s a g a i n s 
n o i m p o r t s i n 1977. I n 1979 a 
f u r t h e r 254,429 c w t s w e r e i m p o r t e d . 
P o t a t o i m p o r t s i n 1978 s h o w e d a n 
I n c r e a s e of 1,709 p e r c e n t o v e r t h a t 
of 1977; g o i n g u p f r o m 2,780 c w t s 
I n 1977 t o 78.091 i n 1978 a n d 163,189 
I n J1979. 
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. . . T h e t o t a l , fo re ign e x c h a n g e e x ­
p e n d i t u r e i nvo lved i n i m p o r t i n g 
jred o n i o n s , ch i l l i e s a n d p o t a t o e s 
i n . 1978 s h o w s a n i n c r e a s e of. 825.2 
p e r c e n t a s c o m p a r e d w i t h ... 1977; 
a n d a f u r t h e r 25 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e 
i n 1979. 

I t Is e v i d e n t t h a t t h e r e Is a 
c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
of r o o t s a n d t u b e r s , c e r e a l s a n d 
pu l s e s a n d t h e i m p o r t a t i o n of w h e a t 
f lour . I t c a n b e s e e n h o w t h e 
loca l p r o d u c t i o n of t h e s e c r o p s 
g e n e r a l l y go u p w i t h t h e i m p o s i ­
t i o n of a b a n o r r e s t r i c t i o n o n 
I m p o r t s of w h e a t f lour . 

W h e n w h e a t f l o u r i s a v a i l a b l e 
i n l a r g e r q u a n t i t i e s a n d a t a c h e a ­
p e r r a t e i n t h e loca l m a r k e t , t h e 
t e n d e n c y i s fo r p e o p l e t o c o n s u m e 
food i t e m s m a d e of w h e a t f lou r 
r a t h e r t h a n local ly g r o w n c e r e a l s . 

TABLE 10. WHEAT FLOUR IMPORTS 
Year Quantity 

(tons) 

1968 359,388 
1969 388,434 
1970 268,631 
1971 330,462 
1972 323,935 
1973 365,354 
1974 441,806 
1975 455,218 
1976 379,760 
1977 ... . 523,861 
1978 662,947 
Source: Ministry of Food and Cooperatives 

T h i s t r e n d i s e v e n m o r e a p p a ­
r e n t i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n of r e d 
o n i o n s a n d p o t a t o e s . W h e n i m p o r t s 
a r e r e s t r i c t e d t h e loca l p r o d u c t i o n 
u s u a l l y goes u p ; w h i l e i m p o r t s 
p r o v e a d i s i n c e n t i v e t o loca l f a r m ­
e r s . 

A n e x a m i n a t i o n of figures for 
1979 r e v e a l s t h e b e g i n n i n g of a r e ­
v e r s a l of t h e e a r l i e r t r e n d a n d a 
d r o p i n a c r e a g e a n d p r o d u c t i o n . 
T h e f a r m e r s c u l t i v a t i n g 'o ther* food 
c r o p s a p p e a r t o h a v e f o u n d i t dif­
ficult t o o b t a i n a r e a s o n a b l e p r i c e 
fo r t h e i r p r o d u c e . S i n c e m o s t 
of t h e s e food- c r o p s a r e g r o w n i n r e ­
m o t e a r e a s , w i t h m e a g r e t r a n s p o r t 
fac i l i t i es , t h e m i d d l e m a n exp lo i t s 
t h e e n t i r e s i t u a t i o n h e r e a n d r e a p s 
a b ig m a r g i n of p r o f i t P r i c e s t e n d 
t o fa l l i n t i m e s of g l u t . W i t h a v iew 
t o e l i m i n a t i n g t h e s e o b s t a c l e s for 
t h e f a r m e r , e n c o u r a g i n g p r o d u c ­
t i o n a n d s t ab i l i z ing t h e p r o d u c e r s ' 

/ p r i c e s o v e r t h e e n t i r e s e a s o n , a n d 
a l s o s u p p l y i n g food I t e m s t o t h e 
c o n s u m e r a t a r e a s o n a b l e p r i c e , t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t ( i m p l e m e n t i n g a r e ­
c o m m e n d a t i o n m a d e b y t h e F o o d 
Po l i cy C o m m i t t e e ) i n t r o d u c e d a 
f loor p r i c e s c h e m e I n 1979. T h i s 
s c h e m e w h i c h is n o w i n o p e r a t i o n 

n o w c o v e r s e l e v e n 'other* food 
Crops . T h e f loor p r i c e h a s b e e n 
fixed, t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t t h e p r o ­
d u c t i o n p r i c e a n d a l so t h e loca l 
m a r k e t a n d w o r l d m a r k e t p r i c e s . 

T h e ob j ec t i ve s of. t h i s s c h e m e 
w e r e b r o a d l y : 

1. T o p r e v e n t ' t he private t r ader 
from controlling t h e market . < 

2. To provide regular and reason­
able prices to the farmer which 
would ac t as a producer incen­
tive. 

3. To keep price fluctuations in 
t h e marke t above th i s price 
level. 

4. To give commercial s t a tu s to 
these crops and also t o bring 
t h e m in line with prices in t he 
world market . 

As a r e s u l t of t h i s s c h e m e t h e 
p r o d u c e r cou ld h a v e a n i d e a of t h e 
p r i c e h e s h o u l d g e t fo r h i s p r o ­
d u c e . D u r i n g p e r i o d s of g lu t , p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y d u r i n g h a r v e s t i n g s e a s o n s , 
t h i s s c h e m e c a n p r e v e n t t h e t r a ­
d e r s b r i n g i n g d o w n t h e p r i c e If offi­
c i a l s a r e p r e p a r e d t o p u r c h a s e a t 
t h e f loor p r i ce . F u r t h e r , a s t h e f loor 
p r i c e is e x p e c t e d t o b e fixed h i g h e r 
t h a n t h e cos t of p r o d u c t i o n f a r m ­
e r s m a y b e a s s u r e d t h a t t h e y wi l l 
n o t b e lo s ing b y t h e i r t a k i n g t o 
c u l t i v a t i o n of t h e s e c rops . H o w ­
ever , s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e s c h e m e w a s 
i n t r o d u c e d o n 8 i t e m s t h e a v e ­
r a g e o p e n m a r k e t p r i c e w a s s u c h 
t h a t t h e m i d d l e m a n w e r e s t i l l I n a 
p o s i t i o n t o o b t a i n h i g h p ro f i t s . F o r 
e x a m p l e , i n t h e c a s e of ch i l l ies , t h e 
p r o d u c e r g o t o n l y R s . 10/50 a lb . 
( p r o d u c t i o n p r i c e b e i n g R s . 10/19) 
w h i l e t h e p r i c e i n t h e o p e n m a r ­
k e t w a s a r o u n d R s . 1 3 / - ( t h e p r o ­
fit b e i n g R s . 2 /50) . I n t h e c a s e of 
g r e e n g r a m ( w h i c h w a s t h e n n o t 
u n d e r t h e G P S ) t h e p r o d u c e r g o t 
on ly R s . 5/76 a lb . ( c o s t of p r o ­
d u c t i o n b e i n g R s . 2/66) w h e n t h e 

p r i c e i n t h e o p e n m a r k e t w a s 
a r o u n d R s . 7/50 ( a p r o f i t of R s . 
1/75). 

T h e f loor p r i c e s c h e m e I m p l e ­
m e n t e d w a s r ev iewed a t t h e e n d 
of 1979 a n d p r i c e s w e r e d u l y r e ­
v i s e d o n s o m e of t h e s e c r o p s for 
t h e Y a l a s e a s o n of 1980. T h r e e m o r e 
i t e m s , ( n a m e l y , cowpea , g r e e n 
g r a m a n d p o t a t o e s ) w e r e a l so I n ­
c l u d e d i n t h e s c h e m e . T h e r e w e r e 
s t i l l , howeve r , I m p o r t a n t c o m m o ­
d i t i e s l i ke r e d o n i o n s , s w e e t p o t a ­
t o e s a n d m a n i o c w h i c h h a d n o t 
b e e n b r o u g h t u n d e r t h i s s c h e m e . 
( O n i o n s h a v e b e e n i n c l u d e d f r o m 
S e p t e m b e r t h i s - y e a r ) . I f t h i s 
s c h e m e i s t o succeed I t i s a p p a r e n t 
t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
m a r k e t i n g of t h e s e i t e m s s h o u l d 
ac t i ve ly i n t e r v e n e - i n t h e p r o p e r i m ­
p l e m e n t a t i o n of t h e s c h e m e . At 
p r e s e n t G o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s l ike 
t h e M a r k e t i n g D e p a r t m e n t , CWE. 
C o - o p e r a t i v e s a n d P a d d y M a r k e t i n g 
B o a r d d o n o t . seem t o b e very ef­
fec t ive i n p r o c u r i n g t h e s e i t e m s . 
A c c o r d i n g t o r e p o r t s t h e s e i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s w e r e n o t a b l e t o b u y e v e n 1 
p e r c e n t of t h e t o t a l p r o d u c t i o n i n 
1978. E x a c t figures a r e n o t a v a i l ­
a b l e b u t if t h e s e e s t i m a t e s a r e c o r ­
r e c t i t r e v e a l s t h a t n e a r l y 99 p e r ­
c e n t of t h e t o t a l t r a d e i n ' o t h e r ' 
food c r o p s i s h a n d l e d by p r i v a t e 
t r a d e r s . 

W h e n w e t r y t o b r i n g loca l 
p r o d u c t i o n i n l i n e w i t h t h e wor ld 
m a r k e t pr ices , u n d o u b t e d l y t h e 
c o n s u m e r cou ld benef i t , b u t i n t i m e 
of s c a r c i t y of s u p p l y i n t h e wor ld 
m a r k e t , p r o b l e m s m a y a r i s e I n i n ­
c r e a s i n g t h e loca l p r o d u c t i o n for 
f a r m e r s t o a v a i l of t h i s f ac i l i t y ; 
a s p rov i s ion of i r r i g a t i o n a n d l a n d 
p r e p a r a t o n u s u a l l y t a k e s t i m e . 

T h e i n c o m e f r o m 'other* food 
c r o p s h a d f a l l e n s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n 

TABLE 11. "FLOOR PRICES" ANNOUNCED FOR ELEVEN 
" O T H E R " FOOD CROPS 

Rs. per kg. 

Commodity Maha 1979/1980 Yala 1980 

1. Soya Bean ... ... ... 4.40 4.95 
2. Tumeric (Cured) ... ... 11.00 16.50 
3. Gingelly (Dried) ... ... 4.95 6.60 
4. Chillies ... ... ... 18.70 20.90 
5. Cowpea • ... ... ... 4.07 4.75 
6. Green Gram* ... ... ... 6.05 6.60 
7. Maize ... ... ... 1.65 1.65 
8. Black Gram ... ... ... 3.52 3.52 
9. Sorghum ... ... ... 1.32 • 1.32 

10. Ground Hut (unshelled) ... ... 4.95 4.95 
11. Potatoes* ... ... 3.85 3.85 
12. Red Onions ... 1.00-1.35 
13. Bombay Onions • • ..; ... 2.25 

* Included after November, 1979. 
** Included after Sept. 10, 1980. 
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1978. I n 1976. a c c o r d i n g t o a M i ­
n i s t r y of : P l a n I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
s t u d y , t h e p r i c e f e t c h e d b y 
c h i l l i e s w a s R s . 1404-91 a cwt . b u t 
i n 1978 I t h a d d r o p p e d t o R s . 907.73 
( a ; f a l l of 35 .4%) ; w h i l e t h e p r i c e 
of r e d o n i o n s h a d d r o p p e d f r o m 
R s . 205.59 a c w t . i n 1977 t o RX 
165.05 I n 1978, i n d i c a t i n g a fa l l of 
19.7 p e r c e n t . A b u s h e l of c o w p e a 
w h i c h f e t c h e d R s 115.54 i n 1976, w a s 
so ld a t R s . 108-63 ( a 6% f a l l ) . I n 
1976, t h e p r i c e of a b u s h e l of g r e e n 
g r a m s t o o d a t R s . 166.14 w h e r e a s 
I n 1978 i t d r o p p e d t o R s . 147-08 ( a 
11.5% fa l l ) 

I n c o m e f r o m al l ' o t h e r food 
c r o p s , e x c e p t p o t a t o e s a n d o t h e r 
y a m s h a d d r o p p e d i n 1978. D u r i n g 
t h e p e r i o d 1972-77, p r o d u c e r s o b ­
t a i n e d s u c h good r e t u r n s d u e t o 
t h e h i g h p r i c e s r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e 
i m p o r t b a n . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , 
w i t h t h e t r a d e l i b e r a l i z a t i o n i n 1977 
t h e s i t u a t i o n c h a n g e d . T h e c u l t i ­
v a t i o n of 'o ther* food c r o p s r e ­
q u i r e s m u c h m o r e l a b o u r t h a n for 
p a d d y c u l t i v a t i o n . 

O n e r e a s o n w h y t h e c o s t of 
p r o d u c t i o n h a s g o n e u p Is d u e t o I n ­
c r e a s e d w a g e s . I n t h e c a s e of t h e , 
c u l t i v a t i o n of ' o t h e r ' food c rops , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y , t h e r e Is t h e p r o b l e m 
of h i r i n g o u t l a b o u r . F a r m e r s t h u s 
p r e f e r t o w o r k a s p a i d l a b o u r e r s 
r a t h e r t h a n c u l t i v a t e 'o ther* food 
c r o p s a t s u c h h i g h c o s t s of p r o ­
d u c t i o n a n d c o m p a r a t i v e l y low r e ­
t u r n . 

S e t t l e r s i n t h e c o l o n i s a t i o n 
s c h e m e s h a v e n a t u r a l l y p r e f e r r e d t o 
g r o w o n l y r i c e a n d w h e n u n a b l e 
t o d o s o o n t h e i r h i g h l a n d a l l o t ­
m e n t s t h e y h a v e r a t h e r l e f t t h e m 
fal low. C u l t i v a t i o n of t h e s e c r o p s 
a r e m o r e i n t e n s i v e i n t e r m s of 
w a t e r u se , l a b o u r a n d t i m e ( a s t h e 
t a b l e b e l o w p a r t l y i n d i c a t e s ) . 

TABLE 1 2 . Average Number 
of man days required for cul­
tivating an acre with different 

Paddy 88 
Chillies 178 
Green G r a m 102 
Ground Nuts 87 
Red Onions 308 
Bombay Onions 227 

Source: Agricultural Research and Training 
Institute (Elahera Survey Report) 

W h e n w e a n a l y s e t h e y i e ld of 
'other*, food c r o p s p e r a c r e , I t Is 
e v i d e n t t h a t t h e y ie ld h a s g r a d u ­
a l ly g o n e u p i n r e s p e c t of s o y a b e a n , 
g r e e n g r a m , m e n a r i a n d p o t a t o e s . 
I n 1979, t h e y ie ld p e r a c r e h a d 
c o m e d o w n i n r e s p e c t of a i l o t h e r 
c o m m o d i t i e s . 

I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
p o t e n t i a l a s f a r a s ' o t h e r ' food crops ' 
a r e c o n c e r n e d co u l d b e h i g h if t h e 
c o r r e c t c u l t i v a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s , e x ­
t e n s i o n a n d r e s e a r c h se rv ices , a n d 
m o t i v a t i o n is p r o v i d e d t o loca l f a r m ­
ers- A c o m p a r i s o n w i t h y i e l d s . of 
o the r , c o u n t r i e s i n t h e r e g i o n wil l 
r e v e a l t h i s a s s e e n I n t a b l e 13. 

C h i n a , J a p a n a n d T h a i l a n d 
s t a n d o u t a m o n g t h e A s i a n c o u n ­
t r i e s fo r t h e i r h i g h levels of p r o d u c ­
t i o n a n d t h e r e is n o r e a s o n w h y 
S r i L a n k a c a n n o t m o v e c loser t o 
t h e s e y ie lds , by r e s o r t i n g t o t h o 
e x t e n s i v e a n d i n t e n s i v e c u l t i v a t i o n 
p r a c t i c e s p r e v a l e n t i n t h e s e c o u n ­
t r i e s . 

U n d e r t h e N a t i o n a l E n v i r o n ­
m e n t P r o t e c t i o n Pol icy, i t i s n o w 
s t r i c t l y p r o h i b i t e d t o c l e a r j u n g l e s 
fo r c h e n a c u l t i v a t i o n . T h i s pol icy , 
t o s o m e e x t e n t effects ' o t h e r ' food 
c r o p s l i k e k u r u k k a n a n d m e n e r i . 

Howeve r , t h i s l i m i t i n g f a c t o r 
cou ld b e o v e r c o m e w i t h p r o v i s i o n of 
i r r i g a t i o n fac i l i t i e s a n d a d o p t i o n of 
m o d e r n t e c h n o l o g y . ' O t h e r ' food 
c r o p s co u l d b e g r o w n o n h i g h l a n d s 
w h i c h a r e n o t s u i t a b l e for p a d d y 
c u l t i v a t i o n . I n t r o d u c t i o n of 'o ther* 
food c r o p s u n d e r a n i r r i g a t e d s y s ­
t e m i n p a d d y fields I n Y a l a s e a s o n 
is q u i t e f eas ib le b e c a u s e t h e s e food 
c r o p s d o n o t r e q u i r e a s m u c h w a t e r 
a s c o m p a r e d w i t h p a d d y , a s s e e n 
i n t a b e 14. 

TABLE 14. 
Crops 

Paddy 
Red Onions 
Green Gram 
Ground Nuts 

Source: 

U n t i l 1978 f a r m e r s cou ld o b t a i n 
field c r o p l o a n s f r o m t h e s t a t e 
b a n k s o h c o m p a r a t i v e l y e a s y t e r m s . 
I n f a c t l o a n r e p a y m e n t s I n t h e 

' o t h e r ' f o o d c r o p s s e c t o r h a d b e e n 
fa i r ly e n c o u r a g i n g d u r i n g t h e y e a r s 
1971 t o 1976; b u t t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e dec l i ne i n p r o d u c t i o n of t h e s e -
r ecove ry of l o a n s g r a n t e d i n r e s p e c t 
of s e v e r a l of t h e s e c r o p s b e c a m e 
difficult . T h u s i n r e s p e c t of chi l l ies , 
r e d on ions , p o t a t o e s , v e g e t a b l e s , 
B o m b a y o n i o n s , m a n i o c a n d a few 

o t h e r s s u c h c r o p s t h e r e c o v e r y r a t e ' 
of l o a n s t o t h e s e f a r m e r s d r o p p e d 
f r o m 82 p e r c e n t I n 1971 t o 35 p e r 
c e n t i n 1977- T h e G o v e r n m e n t d e ­
c ided t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d b e a t i g h t ­
e n i n g I n a g r i c u l t u r a l c r e d i t p r o c e - . 
d u r e s a n d a c c o r d i n g l y i n 1978 t h e 
C e n t r a l B a n k w i t h d r e w t h e 75 p e r ­
c e n t g u a r a n t e e t o t h e b a n k s a g a i n s t 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l o a n s . F a r m e r s t h u s 
f aced m o r e s t r i n g e n t r e q u i r e m e n t s 
i n o b t a i n i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l l o a n s a n d 
t h e r e w a s a s h a r p d r o p I n B a n k c r e ­
d i t a s s e e n i n t a b l e 15. T h i s s i t u a ­
t i o n i n e v i t a b l y cou ld h a v e a n i m ­
p a c t o n t h e p o s i t i o n of ' o t h e r ' field 
c rops . As t h e t a b l e s h o w s t o t a l 
c r e d i t for m i n o r food c r o p s fell 
f r o m R s . 0-9 mi l l ion i n 1978 t o R s . 
16.4 mi l l i on i n 1979. 

T h e r e a r e a r e a s w h e r e c o n d i ­
t i o n s a r e n o t s u i t a b l e fo r g r o w i n g 
p a d d y , b u t w h e r e ' o t h e r food c r o p s 
cou ld b e successfu l ly g r o w n . T h u s , 
l a r g e s c a l e c u l t i v a t i o n of ' o t h e r 
food c r o p s h a s - b e e n feas ib le s o f a r 
on ly i n p a r t i c u l a r r e g i o n s of t h e 

i s l a n d w h e r e t h e so i l Is s u i t a b l e , 
w h e r e t h e r e i s a r e g u l a r s u p p l y of 
w a t e r , a n d w h e r e e x t e n s i o n f ac i l i ­
t i e s a n d m a r k e t i n g a r e p r o v i d e d . 

TABLE 13. AVERAGE YIELD O F SOME OTHER FOOD CROPS IN 
SELECTED ASIAN COUNTRIES-KG. PER HECTARE 

Maize Sorghum Millet Gram 

Australia 2,661 1,627 1,081 
Burma 471 — 267 356 
China 2,863 2,333 783 1,375 
India 1,600 339 508 600 
Indonesia 890 — — 890 
Japan 2,600 1,104 1,667 — 
Pakistan 1,260 698 429 — . 
Philippines 857 — — 857 
Sri Lanka 1,073 844 603 808 
Thailand 1,592 1,951 — 2,487-
Developing Countries 1,836 533 660 1,046 
Developed Countries 4,290 1,627 1,125 1,188 
U.S.A. 5,409 3,280 — — 

Source: Regional Co-operation in the Development of coarse grains, pulses, roots 
and tuber crops in Asia and the Pacific 1977. 

IRRIGATION WATER REQUIREMENTS O F SOME CROPS 
Period Irrigation water requirement 

(Ac. inches) 
180 days 61.00 
90 days 26.00 
85 days 28.00 

105 days 27.6 
Agricultural Research and Training Institute (Elahera Survey Report) 
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M a n y of t h e ' o t h e r ' food c r o p s c a n 
be g r o w n u n d e r r a i n fed c o n d i t i o n s , 
b u t y ie lds u n d e r s u c h c o n d i t i o n s 
h a v e been f o u n d t o be g e n e r a l l y 
low a n d pro f i t n o t a t t r a c t i v e 
e n o u g h ' for t h e i r c u l t i v a t i o n . O n 
t h e c o n t r a r y w h e n g r o w n u n d e r i r ­
r i g a t e d c o n d i t i o n s t h e s e c r o p s h a v e 
g iven , h i g h y ie lds a n d r e t u r n s t o 
t h e f a r m e r . I n c o m p a r a t i v e l y d ry 
a r e a s l ike J a f f n a a n d V a v u n i y a r e d 
o n i o n s a n d chi l l ies a r e successful ly 
g r o w n u n d e r l if t i r r i g a t e d c o n d i ­
t i ons , w i t h w a t e r o b t a i n e d f rom 
d e e p wells. A n i m p o r t a n t p o i n t 
h e r e , however , is t h a t t h e d o m i ­
n a n t f a c t o r t h a t h a s d e t e r m i n e d 
t h e e x p a n s i o n of p r o d u c t i o n is t h e 

c lass ic e x a m p l e of w h y t h e f a r m e r 
s e t t l e r s h a v e n o t f o u n d ' o t h e r ' food 
c r o p s p r o d u c t i o n w o r t h t h e i r whi le . 
T h e bas i c r e a s o n is t h a t t h e s e c r o p s 
h a v e n o t a p p e a r e d economica l ly 
p ro f i t ab le t o t h e s e s e t t l e r s . A P e o ­
ple ' s B a n k R e s e a r c h S t u d y i n a 
h a m l e t of t h e M a h a v e l i H a r e a 
s h o w s t h a t a n a v e r a g e of on ly 10 
p e r c e n t of t h o s e f a r m e r s e x p e c t e d 
t o g row ' o t h e r ' food c r o p s h a d d o n e 
so. T h e y c u l t i v a t e d r i ce i n s t e a d . 
I n r e g i o n I I I of t h e H a r e a a n 
e s t i m a t e d 1,703 a c r e s w a s e x p e c t e d 
t o be c u l t i v a t e d w i t h 'other* food 
c rops b u t for t h e Y a l a 1980 s e a ­
s o n on ly 568 a c r e s w e r e p l a n t e d 
w i t h t h e s e c rops . 

TABLE 15. AGRICULTURAL CREDIT 1978-1979 
(Rs. Million) 

1. Crop Cultivation 
1.1 Paddy 
1.2 
1.3 

Minor Food Crops 
Sugar Cane and Cotton 

People's 
Bank 
'78 

154.1 
122.4 
27.8 

3.9 

'79 
25.8 
20.5 

5.3 

Rural 
Banks 
'78 
4.5 
0.5 
4.0 

'79 
4.5 
1.0 
3.6 

Bank of 
Ceylon 
«78 
100.9 

60.2 
29.1 
11.6 

Total 

'79 
25.5 
17.7 
7.5 
0.3 

'78 
259.5 
181.1 
60.9 
15.5 

'79 
55.9 
39.2 
16.4 
0.3 

Source: Central Bank of Ceylon 

prof i t o b t a i n e d by t h e f a r m e r . 
I n t h e l a n d a l l o t m e n t s of t h e 

M a h a v e l i a r e a t h e r e is speci f ic p r o ­
vision for c u l t i v a t i o n of ' o t h e r ' 
food crops , b u t h e r e we h a v e a 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e S e c t i o n a l P l a n 
of t h e M i n i s t r y of A g r i c u l t u r e 1978-
84 i t is e n v i s a g e d t o e x p a n d t h e 
c u l t i v a t i o n of s u b s i d i a r y food c r o p s 
a s fo l lows: 

Crops Acreage Produc­
tion (Cwt) 

Red Onions 16 ,800 3 ,000,00 
Chillies 9 ,200 831 ,000 
Bombay Onions 10 ,000 1,500,000 

I n a d d i t i o n , p l a n s h a v e b e e n 
p r e p a r e d t o i n c r e a s e p o t a t o p r o d u c ­
t i o n In Ja f fna , B a d u l l a a n d N u -
w a r a E l i ya D i s t r i c t s a s wel l a s t o 
p r o d u c e seed p o t a t o e s local ly a n d 
i m p o r t l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of seed 
p o t a t o for I m m e d i a t e c u l t i v a t i o n . 
E x t e n s i v e soya b e a n c u l t i v a t i o n is 
a lso t o be u n d e r t a k e n i n c o l l a b o r a ­
t ion w i t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l Agenc ies 
s u c h a s t h e UNDP, PAO, USAID 
a n d CIDA. 

As t h e fo rego ing d i scuss ion h a s 
r e v e a l e d s u c h p l a n s for e x p a n d i n g 
p r o d u c t i o n , would m a t e r i a l i s e on ly 
if t h e n e c e s s a r y i n c e n t i v e s a n d 
c o n d i t i o n s a r e p rov ided t o t h e p r o ­
duce r , a n d m o s t a t t r a c t i v e for h i m 
h a s b e e n t h e p r i ce Incen t i ve . T h i s 
f ac to r , however , a p p e a r s t o h a v e 
con f l i c t ed a t c ruc i a l s t a g e s w i t h 
t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e c o n s u m e r a n d 
t h e r e a r e even s u g g e s t i o n s t h a t If 
t h i s s u b - s e c t o r of d o m e s t i c a g r i ­
c u l t u r e i s t o be v igorous ly p r o m o ­
t e d i t m a y h a v e t o be even a t t h e 
e x p e n s e of a t r a n s i a n t pe r iod of 
c o n s u m e r h a r d s h i p . 

LIVING RESOURCES-NEED FOR A WORLD STRATEGY 

ft world strategy for the conserva­
tion of Ear th ' s living resources is 
needed now because: 

I. Living resources essential for 
h u m a n survival and sustainable 
development are increasingly be-
in? destroyed or depleted. At the 
same time h u m a n demand for 
these resources is growing fast. 
The problem is il lustrated above, 
rf current ra tes of land degration 
continue, close to one third of 
the world's arable land (symboliz­
ed by the stalk of grain) will be 

destroyed in the next 2 0 years. 
Similarly, by t he end of th is cen­
tury (at present ra tes of clear­
ance) , the remaining area of un­
tagged productive tropical forest 
will be halved. During this period 
t he world population is expected 
to increase by almost half-from 
lust over 4 .000 million to jus t 
under 6 .000 million. The predica­
ment caused by growing numbers 
of people demanding scarcer re­
sources is exacerbated by the dis­
proportionately nigh consumption 
ra tes of developed countries. 

2. The action required to cure the 
most serious current conservation 
oroblems and to prevent still 
worse ones takes t ime: t ime for 
planning, education, training, bet­
ter organization and research; 
and when such action is under­
taken, it takes time for the bio­
sphere to respond, reforestation, 
the restoration of degraded land, 
t he recovery of depleted fishe­
ries, and so on, are no t instanta­
neous processes. 

3. National and internat ional capa­
cities to conserve are ill-organiz­
ed and fragmented — split up 
amongst sectors such as agricul­
ture, forestry, fisheries and wlld-
llfe-with consequent duplication of 
.effort, a n d g a p s i n cove ­
rage, competition for money and 
influence, and conflict; and they 
have little influence on the deve­
lopment process, with the result 
t h a t development, the principal 
means of tackling h u m a n prob­
lems, too often adds to them by 
destroying or degrading the living 
resource base of h u m a n welfare. 
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