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F ' e r a d e n i y a  

~ i b h t  v e g e t a t i o n  t y p e s ,  a t  W e w e l  talawa w e r e  s t u d i e d  
c r i _ 7 r n p a r a t i v e l  f o r  s e v e r a l  e c o l o q i c a l  p r o c e s s e l ; .  L!nder--gr-ibwth 
c:c:!ml:::~c!sitior.i is,nd c h a r a c : t e r i s t i c s  wet- .@ i . n v e s t i . q a t e d  i n  z i p ;  

F::'i.ncri.-; - - -. , . c a t - i b a e a  - -- . . p l a r t t a t i . o r t s  ( 2 - y r  5.-.ift-'p &,-..vr, y - . ~ ~ ,  l , m - - ~ r -  
a n d  1 1 - y r  o l d ! ,  o n e  p a t a n a  g t - a s s l a n c l ,  a n d  a n a t u r a l  f o r e s t .  
T h e  t-ec,crltzi showecl ti-)at t h e  yo lknge r  p l . a n t a t i . c ~ n s  a n d  t h e  
a n n u a l  1  y-bcrrned p l a n t a t i c j n s  t v e r e  f l o r i s t i c a l  l y  p o o r p  or- a t  
t ~ e s t  , e q u a l  t o  p a t a n a  g r a s s l a n d s .  1-he n a t u r a l  s i . tccec.s i .on i n  
some o f  t h e s e  p l a n  t a t i o n s  are  t - e t r - o q ~ ~ e s s i v e .  Bi l t  tl-ie o l d e r  
arid crntlcrt-necl p l a n  t a t i o n s  h a v e  p r o g r e s s e d  i n  n a t ~ r t - a l .  
s ~ . t c c e s s i o n ,  e s p e r i a l l y  t h e  o n e s  closet- t o  s e e d  s o u r c e s .  
Si:.!. l  1. , t h e y  at-e f a r  tieyt2nc:l t h e  f  lr:~ri.~..1:i.c: c n m p o s i t i . o r i  c?f: t h e  
crndet-gr-owth i n  t h e  na t i t t - a1  f o r - e s t .  

E s i . c , m a ~ ~ .  acc~ . r rncr la t i .on  dc.re t o  .rfi .f t ,r .estatri .c)n 1.r.i e? ;p@nent . i . ;~ l . .  
l h e  11 - .y r  F' incts h a d  a k i i o r n a s s  26! t i m e . . ;  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  
p a  t a n a  g r a s s . l a r i d .  T h e  u n d e r - b r o w t h  b i o r n a z s  h a d  n o t  c h a n g e r !  
a p p t - . e c i a t : ) l y .  O n  1  y t h e  1  i ttet- a n d  tree b i c ~ r n a s c  h a v e  
i n c r e a s e d .  

L - i  ttet- a c c u m u l a t i o n  i n  F'inc!-s_ p l a n t a t i o n s  is o v e r  50 t i m e s  
b i i .qher  t h a n  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  f o r e s t .  E a r l y  c o m p a r i s o n s  s h o w  
t h a t  e,i,.nn.~-, 1 i . t t e t -  d e c o m p o s e s  s 1 o w r . r  t h a n  (r;yn~bc~poq_~mn~ r1a.rd~!gj 
a n  d L,.c!-ckn,,?:. qpt;ag~,-g+,.~. 1  i. t t e t- . ~ ; ~ j . g ~ ~ p ~ ~ , ~ I : - g ; - ~ ! ,  c i. rI rI a KI CI ir~ i3 i. d .:i 

l i t t e t -  d e c o m p o s e d  e v e n  m o r r  s l o w 1  y .  
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