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Eight vegetation types at Weweltalawa were studied

comparatively for ssveral ecological processes. Undergrowth
composition and characteristices were investigated in six
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Finus caribaea plantations (Z-vyr,. S-yr, é-vyr, 9-yr, 10-yr
and 1l-yr old), one patana grassland, and a natural forest.
The results showed that the younger plantetions and the
annual ly—-burned plantations were floristically poor, or at
hest., equal to patana grasslands. The natural succession in
some of these plantaltions are retrogressive. Bult the older
antd unburned plantations have progressed in natural
succession, especially the ones closer to sesd sources.
S1i11, they are far beyond the floristic composition of the
undergrowth in the natural forest.

Hiomass accumulation due to reforestation is exponential.
The 1l-yr FPinus had a biomass ZO0 times higher than the
patana grassland. The undergrowth biomass had not changed
appreciably. Only the litter and tree biomass have
increased.

Litter accumulation in Finus plantations is over 50 times
higher than in the natural forest. Early comparisons show
that Finus litter decomposes slower than Cymbopogon nerdus
and Doonae gardeneri litter. Anaisophylleas cinnamomoides
litter decompossd even more slowly.
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