
“Hear no evil, speak no evil, see no evil”  





 The Department of Government Information was 

established on 31st of July, 1948 at Secretariat office 

complex in Galle face, according to the Soulbury 

Commission approval by  late Director Information, 

Herbet A.J.Hulugalla.  

 





 Since 1948 there were 

29 Directors and today 

Prof. Ariyaratne 

Atugala is the Director 

General of the 

Department 

 



 Provide accurate, timely, balanced and fair information from Government to the 

media for dissemination to the public 

 Directly to the public (news.lk, SLi channel, etc) 

 Through press releases to media  

 Approaching groups 

 

 Coordinate information in Government and its agencies for release to the media and 

the public 

 

 



 

 Design a system of communication flow and responses so that Government takes the initiative 

in the public discussion of issues, respond to media reports in a more timely and effective 

manner 

 

 Widen the audience reached by Government and cater to the information needs of key 

community components, through communicating information through media publications, 

film and TV programs as well as the website 
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Services 



 
 



 GFU 

Production 
unit 

Chemical 
unit 

Sounds & 
Auditorium 

Archives unit 



GFU 

Lester James 

Peries  



GFU 

 Titus 

Thotawatte  



GFU 

 Tissa 

Abeysekera 



GFU 

Sugathapala Senarath 

Yapa  



GFU 

Dharmasena Pathiraja  



GFU 

Lal  

Wickramarachchi 



GFU 

Dayarathna Ratagedara  



GFU 



GFU 



GFU 



 “During the time I worked with the Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation I often had to 

depend on the archival footage available at the GFU, for my news and current affairs 

productions. It was the GFU that provided the most important archival images to 

make our stories more meaningful” 

Sharadha de Saram 

 

GFU 



 Preserve film and documentary film  

Documentaries 
  Song of Ceylon by       

 Basil Wright   

 

        

   

   

 

 

 

GFU 



 The Living Wild  

A film on Ceylon's National Parks  

and the life of the Veddah community  

living in their natural habitat 

 

 Meegamuwe Mas Maranno  

Fishermen of Negombo 

GFU 



Newsreels  
▪ Anniversaries of Independence 

▪ Opening ceremonies 

Docu-drama films 
▪ Ranwan Karal 

Feature type films 
▪ Maru-samayama 

▪ Piya saha Daruwo 

 

GFU 



 Camerapersons and soundpersons provide media coverage for Parliament, news 

releases, news conferences 

 Provide media coverage for special events and film festivals carried out by 

Government 

 Produce ‘Cinepuwath’ 

 InfoTV channel broadcast in Peo TV 

GFU 



SMU  
(Special Media Unit) 

 
 



 Update  the official Government web site www.news.lk in English, Sinhala and Tamil 

 

 Publish accurate, timely and balanced information 

 

 Information on profiles of President, Prime Minister, Parliament, judiciary, ministries, 

media contacts, government gazettes, budget and government web directories 

 

 

 

SMU 

http://www.news.lk/


 

 

 

SMU 



 

 

 

SMU 



 

 

 

SMU 



 Publish Cabinet decisions 

 

 

 

 Conducting  “SLlive” video channel 

SMU 



 Parliament and cabinet press conferences 

 

 Publish an international based magazine 

Titled “SL” 

 

 Distribution and sales of the publication 

 

SMU 



Update face book profile  
by news, photographs and 
videos 
 

SMU 





 Provide publicity services on events organized by all Ministries, departments, 

authorities, boards and other Government institutions 

 

 

 

 

CMU 



 Distribute news to other medias  

 

 Coordinate press conferences and cabinet press sessions 

 

 

CMU 





 Publish fortnightly the Sinhala 

 magazine 

 

 

 

 

 Coordinate and collect information regarding  special events 

 

Desathiya 



 
 



 Issue identity cards for local and foreign media journalists 

 

 Organize discussions and functions for local and foreign media personnel 

 

 Organize media workshops to divisional  

correspondents, press officers and general  

Public  

 

ID card 





 Collect and analyze data on activities carried out from the Government 

 

 This may be regarding current  

issues in the country  

 

 Provide information to 

Government and  district  

Media  units 

 

Research 
& 

monitoring 





 Design a data base regarding activities carried out by government, Semi government 

and  private sector institutions and their work tasks 

 

Special 
Research 





 Provide photography coverage for events and issue them to national news papers 

 

 Maintain the archive’s collection 

 

 Issuing photographs as souvenirs to the foreign leaders at special occasions 

 

Photography 



Photography 

Photography exhibition 



Photography 



  
 
 



 Collection of books that related to the media, mass communication, film Industry, 

political, social, economic and law 

 

Library 



Library 





 Issue government publications such as Establishment code, Rules, Regulations, 

Announcements, and etc. 

 

 Sales outlets in Kurunegala, Anuradhapura, Galle, Matara and Kalutara 

 

 Distribute publications to the sales outlets and exhibitions 

 

Publication 



 To maintain an independent & responsible media culture 



 By taking steps to establish mutual communication media environment in 

Sri Lanka, to uplift media culture & to determine the rights of the general 

public for accurate information & vision of the government 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you 


