_has been racher low throughour, Putralam alone recording over an inch for chisimorith.
“The February rains have been unusually good in all the coconut-growing disericts,

METEOROLOGICAL NOTES AND CROP
RETURNS

By W. R. N. NATHANAEL

J A TOTAL rainfall of g-72 inches has been registered at Bandirippuwa during the

first chrec manths chis year.

The carly part of the year was characterised by a severe drought with a rainfall amounting
to oy 0-38 inch rill the 15th February. No rain fell at all beeween January 21st and

- February 15th, which is thercfore a period of "absolute drought.” (Any period ©f ar least

15 consecutive days, to none of which is credired 0-o1 inch of rain or more). N
The dry spell was broken on the 16th of February, which was a day of appreciable
rain rotalling 3-61 inches. This heavy fall was followed by morc rain in February, making
2 total of 806 inches for this month. This is very unusual for the month of Februarys.
and is indecd a record fall for the past 10 years.  The official average for this month during
the past 15 years being only 189 inches. - "
During March the rainfall was again f)oor, the registered total showing a deficit of

*4-72 inches trom the official 15-year average of 6-00 inches.

~ The following is a suminary of the rainfall ﬁfurcs for the first quarter recmdedqpt T S
stx coconut-growing districts, including Lunuwila for cumparison:— R

Station January, 1950  February, 1950 March, 1950
1. Negombo s - .. ©'41 ins. .. §-6gins. .. 1-94 ins.
2. Madampe TR N L
3. Chilaw orgh o298 . s © FUBL gy
4. Putaalam .. LG e e 30 s TR @
5. Kuruncgala BT i ‘uw’ TR g T.s &BLewg w ote TOTRY
6. Lunuwila .. e, .. 806 ,, A28 0 i
Aver. for Lunuwila (15} ‘ W B e
years .. s _— ] 1-8 Q'm*jsﬁ

It will be seen from the above summary that the rainfall in general during’ January * .

the March rainfall has been fair. : 9 '
In general coconut crops in the N.W.P. during the first quarter were bel
in 1949 for the corresponding period.. This may be ateributed mainly to the failure of
S.W. and the N.E. monsoons in 1948, with consequent lowering ‘of the water-table in
many arcas. The crops at Bandirippuwa during thc“érst quarter were as follows :—

Pick Crop Crop per Crop per
e bearing palm sacre
January-February .. 1st " ¢ . 6 .. 397
& March-April g 2nd oo iy s 10 - .. 66o
i 39 ¢ ‘
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In view of the facr that the crop returns from the estates of the Coconut Research
Scheme are affected by the experimental work in progress, the figures quoted are not
really an accurate refleceion of the effece of climare on crop.

Te 1s proposed, therefore, to draw up a hist of estates which have kept regular and reliable
records of ramfall and crop figures, and in this way to make a quarterly survey of the crop
position i all the princtpal coconut-growing districts of the island.  Provided thesc
returns are sufhiciently reliable, chis information should prove valuable to coconut growers.

~ WORLD SHORTAGE OF OIL AND FATS

I{;:I the course of a recent address in New York, a leading spokesman of the Unilever
4 and Lever Bros., reviewed the latest position of oils and fats in the world... .Accord:nE
to him, the world trade in this sphere was still distorted and unbalanced.”  Althoug

supplies werc improving slowly, there was still shortage. Among the reasons for the
distorted trade patcern, are the following :—(1) Shortage of dollars and scarcity of other
hard currencies, (2) centralised buying and selling by Governments, (3) bilareral trading,
(4) limited availability of even sterling and other soft currencies. In view of the shortfall
in European internal production, the deficit in rerms of the pre-waris likely o amount to
877.000 tons in 1950. The position in Europe has, however, impl:oved in recent years.
In che U.K.. the rationing-system in the distribution of oils and fats is stated to have been
~ successful. - In Holland, the situation is fast teaching normalcy. In Belgium, thereis no

rationing, trade and industry being free to buy their own requirements. In the Scandinavian

countries and Switzerland, supplies are back to the pre-war level. In France, there is, still

shortage. ‘Western Germany is fast becoming important as an importer of fats and oils,

mainly due to rapid recovery made by her industries.

~
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THB Hawaiian Islands are a group of tiny islands, lying in the remote Pacific, withno
L coal or oil resources and with a population of only half a million people ; yet this
small country is highly prosperous. Its prosperity depends on only three industries, vigh
sugar, pinéapples and tourism, and on the ** American Way of Life."” S
_ The American Way of Life is based on the theory that labour-saving and labour-
easing machinery will create employment, with high wages, oviding goods can be produced
at such low prices as to place them within the reach of all, and providing also that such
goods are permitted to move freely and rapidly. ;v o e

_ In the time of the great explorer, Christopher Columbus, only one of the first on
ments of pineapples sent to Europe from the West Indies, reached its destinaria
it was eaten by the King of Spain. Today, the delicions luxurics, canned an

frozén pineapple are produced by ‘mass-production methods at such a low price as
them within the reach of all, -anywhere in the world. : v
. In his profuseiy-il!usr’ratcd book, Mr. Cooke has pro%fded a complete account
A 10 Z of pineapple-canning and he has explained how mechanical methods in fie
factory have made it possible for the Hawaiian pineapple industry to produce millio
cases of canned pineapple producrs each year, at a competitive price, whilst paying high
wages to the 20,000 emplogees, directly employed by this industry. -
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