
COMMODITIES SITUATION CHANGES FOR SRI L A N K A 
(THE CORRECT DIAGRAM) 

Our November 1983 issue indicated the situation, with the following caption, but we inadvertently published the wrong dia­
gram, namely that for July and August 1983. What we intended showing was the December 1983 and January 1984 position.es 
illustrated below: 

For nearly nine years the Economic Review has reflected the constant fell in reel value of earnings from Sri Lanka's mejor 
commodity exports. Tea was a prime example and we heve occasionally illustrated the situation through this regular monthly 
diegram from the journal "South". The situation has changed dramatically for Sri Lanka which broke through the trend followed 
by the other 13 commodities that have been dealt with in this diagram. As seen below, in January 1984, tea surges ahead of Its 
1975 position, contrary to the trend of all other commodities. 

WHAT COMMODITIES CAN-BUY SOUTH INDICES 
This table shows the changes in the purchasing power orcommodity exports. 
Commodity purchasing power i§ measured in the following terms: 

1 . how much oil one tonne of each commodity can buy; 
2 . the volume of debt service payments one tonne of each commodity 
can cover in US dollars. 

Oil (barrels) bought by 1 tonne ot commodity 

1975 y January 1984 
December 1983 •«£— 

US S debt Interest covered by 1 tonne ol commodity 

Copper iw.40 y 
4 7 . 4 9 . 
4 8 . 9 5 . 

17800 y 

1 4 0 2 4 . 
1 3 9 5 9 ' 

Lead 3 8 . 4 7 y 

13.66 . 
13.83 y 

5 9 3 4 / 

4 0 3 3 ^ 
3 9 4 5 

Tin 6 4 0 . 9 1 / 

421.44 ^ 
4 3 1 . 8 3 . ^ 1 

J 9 8 8 5 7 / 

1 2 4 4 5 9 
123139 

Zinc 6 9 . 5 6 

3 2 . 9 6 . 
2 9 . 4 0 y . 

10730 y 

9 7 3 5 ^ 
8 3 8 3 y 

Cocoa 1 4 7 . 7 0 y 
9 3 . 7 3 . 
8 8 . 3 8 y 

3 2 3 1 0 4 y 

2 7 6 8 0 ^ 
2 5 2 0 2 y 

Coffee 289 y 
105.01 
106 .56 y 

] 4 4 5 6 1 y 

3 1 0 1 0 . 
3 0 3 8 5 . 

Cotton ng y 
57 .32 
58.51 y 

1 8 3 9 2 y 

1 6 9 2 9 ^ 
1 6 6 8 4 ^ 1 

Alu­
minium 

™ y 

5 3 . 5 0 jM 
5 3 . 3 3 y 

11326 y 

1 5 7 9 9 r̂eri 
1 5 2 0 9 y. 

Rubber ™ y 

4 2 . 3 5 , 
41.86 . 

9 6 5 7 y 

1 2 5 0 5 ^ 
11937 y 

Soya 
bean 

™ y 

9.61 
9.86 y 

2 8 6 6 y 

2 8 3 7 ^ t t i 

2812 y 
Sugar 41 .89 6 4 6 2 y 

Maize 10 .61 y 
4.06 

y. 

1749 y 
i i s 9 jgm 
1168 y 

Jute 35 y 
14.05 . 
13.0B 

5 3 3 8 y 

4 1 5 0 ^ 
3 7 2 9 ^ 1 

Tea «9 y 
149 .39 ^ 
124 .35 y 

1 9 9 4 8 y 

44116 ^ 
3 5 4 5 8 y 
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