The Old Order— Learning is mechanical—rdite learning,
memorising and neat writing. The curriculum revolves round the
3-Rs. Children must sit in neatly arranged rows facing the teach-
er’s table placed upon a platform.

The New

- The difference is clear. At first sight, it may
look like chaos, as against discipline, but the actual difference
is a natural atmosphere as against an artificial one of the
past. The new student is active and working and learning to live.

The New Face of

EDUCATION

Education is a natural characteristic
of haman society. It occursin various
forms informal, formal and non-
formil. It’s aims and methods are
varied, d:p2nding on the nature of
the society in which it takes place.
With every major change in society
the aims and methods of education
have also changed but educational
change has generally lagged behind
social and economic change.

Educational development in many
parts of the world today is charac-
terized by certain new features. It is
being regarded as a prime factor in
development. It is tending to pre-
code and accelerate economic deve-
lopment. It is attempting to prepare
men for a society which does not yet
exist,and many societies are beginning
to reject the products of the existing
institutionalized education. The
world has realised that education can
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play a more dynamic role than that of
enabling men to conform to social
and economic changes which have
already taken place. The functional
coatribution which the structures and
forms of education can make to
historical movements is now being
recognized.

A Third World Realisation

This new realisation is most evident
in the countries of the Third World.
In the aftermath of political inde-
pendence their countries are faced
with a multitude of problems inheri-
ted from the colonial pist. They are
faced with the tremendous task of
ushering in rapid economic and
social changes which would in turn
lead each of their people to the
“Promised Land”. In achieving
this task they are seeking to mobilize
education as a powerful ally. They
are revising educational structures and

content so that education could make
a direct contribution to social and eco-
nomic change. In this process educa-
tion is acquiring a new face. The
essential and critical interdependence
between educational policy and pro-
grammes and the fundamental poli-
tical, economic and social objectives
of that society has become an accep-
ted fact today.

Educational strategies in the past
promoting quantitative development
emphasizing the requirements of the
modern sector and often neglecting
the needs of the rural sector, had in
many cases hampered development
and created problems. It had resulted
on the one hand, in an increase in
the number of educated unemployed,
alienation of rural youths, migration
to urban centres and overseas in
search of jobs, and on the other, lack
of properly qualified people to fill
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jobs in sume critical areas of develop-
ment, all of which creates a general
sense of disappointment and frus-
tration, Among the causes for the
employmsnt crisis in most parts of
the Third World is the obvious mis-
mtch between an educational strategy
aiming mainly at quantitative expan-
sion of the acadzmic streams and an
economic strategy which, until rather
recently, focussed on expansion of
the modern sector which could not
absorb most of the academically
trained people searching for jobs.

Education’s Important Role

It is now recognized that education
can play an important role in fighting

overty and promoting development;

ut the ““inberited” systems of edu-
cation were not suitable to perform
this role. There is therefore a need to
introduce profound educational re-
forms in order that they may respond
ad=quately to new national develop-
ment needs and objectives. It is
however, for the national authorities
to decide on the various educational
objectives and strategies and the
means to achieve these objectives.
The choice of such strategies and
means must be made in harmony with
the overall development philosophy
of each country.

What Childten Say About
Schools. . .

“My parents taught me to add and sub-
Iract in Jwo days. But my teacher kecps
giving me ten sums a day bomework. All
tese are sums 1 know. I have no play-
time at bome. I bate homework. [ am
beginning to bate sums also. Also my
teacher”.

8 year old Grade I from Ratmalana

“School is a waste of time when
you: get to the fonrth year becanse
the teachers ave fed up with us
ciad we are fed up with them. We
are treafed like soldiers”.

A fourteen-year-old boy

At presest onr  entire secondary
edncational Systemr is geared 7o the
G.C.E. examinations.  Indeed,
onr grammar schools in particular
cie nmothing more than G.C.E.
Satsage machines: eleven plus mince-
nieat s fed in at one end and O-level
and A-level sausages emerge at the
other.

An English School boy 13

Prominent Third Weorld educa-
tionists are recommending that we
make productive work, within the
limits of the children’s physical capa-
city, a basic element in any school
curriculum, quite apart from any
considerations of specialization. This
would have the three-fold advantage
of giving adolescents and young
people a sharper awareness of what
the working world really is, involving
them in the production of those social
assets whose increase is the primary
condition for well-being, and giving
education a real basis in experience by
establishing a more direct link be-
tween theory and practice. The gap,
created between education and
manual work by a highly academic
approach of the past,hasto beclosed.
The new curriculum is therefore
rooted in our own environment in
order to provide opportunities for
learning about its physical and social
aspects,

For education would certainly fall
short of what is required if it were
not rooted in the whole circum-
stances of the community it aspires
to serve and to vitalize. The right to
fundamental education for all is now
universally recognized. = But the
elitist systems inherited from the past
need to be reformed through the
participation of all segments of so-
ciety, with a focus on the rural com-
munity. Provision of such pro-
grammes to 2all segments of a popu-
lation could lead to the development
of new attitudes and value systems
favourable to more rapid national
development.

A Note of Caution

In certain cases, educational re-
forms have lead to the creation of
two parallel systems; the formal
academic system for the elite and the
noa-formal training programmes for
the underprivileged, which increased
inequalities rather than reduced them.
There is a need therefore, to be careful
in making the fundimental choices
and in translating them into inte-
grated educational and training pro-
grammes; it calls for planning of alter
native strategies based on a review of
policy objectives and existing systems
taking fully into account possible

And Some Famous Adults’ Views...

A child born 1oday in the UK.
stands a fen times greater chance
of being admitted to a mental bos-
Dital than to a university, and ahont
one-fifth of mcntal bhospital admis-
sions are diggnosed Scbizophrenie,
This can be taken as an indication
tiat we are driving onr children
nad more effectively than we are
Zenuincly educating thenr.  Perbaps
i# is onr may of educating them
that is driving thew nad.

R. D. Laing

“My grandsiother wanted me to
bave air education, 9 she kept me
ont of schosl”,

Macgaret Mead

In any field, genins is brought to
mediocrify by orthodox: trasuing.

Miss Vitginia Wade

¢
The rédly murderons thing we
do all the time with our childron
s 0 go on teaching them to be com-
Detitive and Hen expect them to be
good citizens. How can they brl

Harry Saltzman

——

innovations and alternative resoutrce
possibilities in terms of both finance
and trained personnel.

The survey which follows examines
the changing face of cducation in
some of the developing countries, the
form it has assumed in Sri Lanka,
the obstacles which lie in the path
of the new educational order and
what further changes seemed neces-
sary to make education a vital insteu-
ment for fighting under-development
and serve the needs of a changing
society. '

Educationists wotking on the re-
formsat our CurriculumDevelopment
Centre view the changes from various
perspectives Jealing with three coun-
try studies which focus on ‘A Strategy
for Devclopment; the why and how
of the changes being introduced in
Sri Lanka; the possible obstacles that
stand in the way of a new educational
ordec; and finally 2 look into the futu-
re, the possible impact of the reforms.
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