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The UNESCO-Biosphere Conference of 1968 highlighted :

{a) the intimate and inextricable relationships
between man and his environment;

() the extremely delicate nature of the cquilibrium
in eco-systems; and

(¢) the destruction and degradation of environments
that have alrcady been causcd by the
extravagant and unwisc use of land and natural
reSOurces;

and drew attention to the urgent nced for a mote

rational approach to the use of resources.

As a follow-up program, MAB was officially started in
1971 as an interdisciplinary program of rescarch
emphasizing an ccological apprcach to the study of the
relationships betwoen man and his eavircnment.

Its main objcctive was to devclop the basis, within the
natural and the social sciences, for the ccuservaticn and
rational usc of nature and the resources of the Biosphere.
This program now has National Committecs in about

100 countries and about 900 Rescarch Projccts arc in
progress in these countries.

In Sri Lanka, the Man and the Biosphere activitics are
coordinated by the National Science Council and are
directed by a National Committce which was appointed
by the Ministry of Scientific Affairs with the concurrence
of the Ministry of Education. At the outsct the
Committce noted the very rapid destructicn that was
going on of the few remaining natural forests in the island
and the acutc shortage of personncl trained to carry

out envircimental studics. It was obsorved that we

had only about 20,000 ha of relatively undisturbed forests
in the whole country. The committce therefore

decided to give high priorities to the cstablishment

and protection of biological reserves and to the education
and training of personnel in Environmental Studics.

It was also decided to sponsor ficld studics in the
following areas:

(a) the ccology of selected natural communities
with special attention paid to the role of
mycorrhizae in tropical rain forests,

() the impact of man’s development activitics in a
selected area, ‘

(c) the study of patana grasslands with emphasis
‘on methods of making them more productive, and

(d) monitoring of pollution from industrial sources.

The actual implemctantion of the studics were

delaycd by limitaticns of personnel and facilitics.
Activitics were initiated in 1975 on 2 modest scalc with a
socio-cconomic survey of a fow sclected blocks in the
Kalawcwa arca with funds from the National Scicnce
Council (N.S.C.) In 1977 activitics wore cxpanded with
additicnal funds from the N.S.C. Soon afterwards a very
generous grant from the Mahaveli Development Board
for equipmeiit cnabled us to begin the menitoring of

the physical environmental conditions in the
Kalawcwa arca. Two offors of aid for cquipment from
UNESCO and the IFS were also accepted.

We arc deeply grateful to all the donor agencics for their
assistance.

All the co-ordinators of the MAB projects and the
supcrvisors of the various studics have given their services
in a purcly honorary capacity. They have worked
under very difficult conditions, at times, cven without
any Rescarch or Technical Assistants.

As we can give the assistants only temporary
appointments many of them leave on getting permancnt
assignments clsewhere. This has delayed work
considcrably. Still we have made a substantial

amount of progress and scveral studics have been
completed and published. This has beon possible mainly
because of the devoted scrvice of the co-ordinators
and their co-workers, and the supporting services provided
by the National Sciciice Courcil. The present Scerctary-
Gengral, Dr. R. P. Jayawardena, his predecessor,

Dr. Neil Jayasuriya, the Dcputy Sccrctary

General Mr. Loslic Wijesinghe and the N.S.C. staff have
at all timos given their fullest co-oporation and assistance.

‘The Chairman Mahawcli Development Board,

Mr. D. Ladduwahetty, and the

Geoneral Manpager Dr. Walter Abeygunawardena

took a persoral interest and assisted us in

numerous ways in the Kalawcwa arca studics. I wish

te record here our sircerc appreciation of, ard grateful
thanks to all of them and to all participants in the
projects for their very valuable contributions to the MAB
program in Sri Lanka.
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Demarcation & Muintenance of MAB Reserves

Surveying Tevels of Pesticides in Food
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