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The UNESCO-Biosphere Conference of 1948 Ihigtmlightcd : 

(a) the intimate and inextricable relationships 
between man and his environment; 

(b) the extremely delicate nature of thc cquilibrimsaa 
in eco-systcms; and 

(c) the destruction and degradation of environments 
that have already bccn caused by the 
extravagant a d  unwise usc of land and natural 
resoarrces , 

and drew attention to the ufgcnt need for a more 
rational approach to the use of resources. 
As a follow-up program, MAD was officially started in 
1971 as an iratcrdisciplinary program of rcscarch 
emphasizing an ecological apprc.ach to thc study of the 
relationships betwccn man afid his civiromcnt. 
Its main objcctivc was to devclop thc basis, within the 
natural and the social sciences, for thc cconscrvation and 
rational usc of nature and the resources of thc Biosphere. 
This program now has National Comittecs in about 
100 countries and about 900 Research Projects arc in 
progress in these countries. 

In Sri Lanka, the Msn and the Biosphere activitics are 
coordinated by the National Scicncc Council and are 
directed by a National Committce which was appoirttcd 
by the Ministry of Scientific Affairs with the concurrem 
of the Ministry of Education. At thc outsct thc 
Committce noted the vcry rapid dcstructicn that was 
going on of the few remaining natural forests in thc island 
and the acutc shortagc of persmcl trained to carry 
out envirc~nme~ltal studics. It was obzcncd that wc 
had only about 20,000 ha of relatively undisturbcd forests 
in the whole country. The committee thcrcfore 
decided to give high priorities to thc cstablishmcnt 
and protection of biological rcserves and to tb.c education 
and training of personnel in Environmental Studies. 

It was also decided to sponsor field studics in the 
following areas : 

(a) the ecology of selcctcd natural commmities 
with special attention paid to the role of 
r n y ~ o r r ~  in tropical rain forests, 

(b) the impact of man's develogmcrat activities in a 
seloctcd area, 

Qc) tho study of patana grasslands with emphasis 
on methods of making them more grsductivc, and 

(dl monitoring of pollution from industrial sources, 

The actual impleanetantion of the studies wcre 
dclaycd by l imitaticns of personnel aid facilities. 
Activities wcre iuitiatcd iu 1975 cm a mcdcst scalc with a 
socio-economic swvcy of a fcw sclectcd blocks in the 
Kalawcwa arca with furds from the National Science 
Council (N.S.C.) In 1977 activities w r c  cxpandcd with 
additicaal funds from the N.S.C. Soon aftwards a very 
generous grant from thc Mahavcli Dcvelopmcnt Board 
for cquiprneilt vnablcd us to begin thc monitoring of 
thc physical cnvironnncital conditicns in the 
Kalawcwa area. Two offcrs of aid for equipment from 
UNESCO a ~ d  the IFS wcre also accepted. 
Wc arc deeply gratcful to all thc donor agcacics for their 
assistance. 

All thc co-ordinators of thc MAB projccts and the 
supervisors of thc various studics have givcn thcir servims 
in a purcly honorary capacity. They have worked 
wldcr vcry difficult conditjous, at times, cven without 
any Rcscarch or Technical Assistants. 
As wc can give the assistants only temporary 
appointments many of thcm lcavc on gctting pcrrnancnt 
assjylmcnts c1scwhc:~c. This has dclaycd work 
eonsidcrably. Still wc have m d c  a substantial 
amount of progrcss and scvc~al studics have h e n  
wmplctcd ar.d publish-cd. This has bccn possiblc mainly 
because of the dcvotcd scrvicc of thc co-ordinators 
and thcir w-workcrs, and thc supporting scrviccs providcd 
by thc National Scici~cc Council. Tb.c pprcsca.t Sccrctary- 
Gcnc~al, Dr. R. P. Jayawardcna, his grcdcccssor, 
Dr. Ncil Jayasuriya, the Dcputy Sccrctary 
Gcncral Mr. Ecslic Wijcsiagb.~ and t1.c N.S.C. staff hus 
at all times given thcjr fullcst co-o~cration ar.d assisfa~ipece. 
The Chairman Mahawcli Cevclclopment Board, 
Mr. D. Ladduwahctty, and the 
Gcncra1 Managcr Dr. WaPlcr Abcygunawardcna 
took a prsoml jntcrcst and assisted US in 
numcrous ways in tF.c Kalawcwa arca studies. I wish 
to rccsrd hcrc our simcrc ap~]rcciatian of, ar.d grateful 
thanks to all of them and to ell participants in thc 
projects for thcir wry valuable ccrntributisps to thc MAB 
program in Sri ~~. 



Coordinator Title sf Project 

Mr. V. R. Nanayakkant - Demarcation & M+~i11.te11a1ice of MAB licscr~,cs 

Vr. M. Ponnampalam - Surveyicg bvels  of ,Pesticides in Food 

Miss C. J. Padmnpruma - Mon~torillg the Watcr Quali ty in tlze Colombo canal system 

Prof: S. Balasubramaniui~~ - Grassland Eco-systems 

I'rof. B. h. Abcywlcltraind 
Prof. K. D. Arudpragasam 

"I :--- Education & Training im Env~r-onnacntal St~drc;s 
Dr. (Mrs.) W. T. 7'. P. Gtmawnrclen 1 1 
Br. W. T .  P. Silva - Mahaweli Yroje~t - ,90610 E C O ~ Z O ~ I I C  Studies. 

Dr. (Mrs.) U Cosmnras-\vamy - Maha~wli Project - Moniloring of Biotic E~z\/lrc~imenl -- FJ,ORA. 

Prof. K. U. A_ladpragasam -- Mahaweli Project - Monitoring of Blolic Enviroalmenl - FAUNA, 

bar, H. D. Gunawnrde~li~ - Mahawdi Project - Mo~liloriag of Fltyslcal EnvlronmcnL -- WA?'f,R 

Dr, K. 4, (it: Alwts - Mahawell l!roject -- Monitoring of' Physical Envirsnmenl - SOIL 

Dr. S, Cr. Lllai?gatlllelce - Mahaweli Project - Moliitorillg of Plzysical Enviro~zmaal - C1,TMKrE & 
HYDROLOGY. 

Dr. I. A. U. N. Gunatilleke -- Sinharaja Forest Studies 

Dr. (Mrs.) K. Abeynayake --t Ectotroph~c Mycorrhizas ~n Forest Trees of Sri Lanka. 

Dr. (Mrs.) C. V. S. Cmiatilleke - Ecological Investigatio~~ of a Montane Fol-est in Sri Lanka. 

iM A B NATIONAL C0MMITTEE 

Prof. J%. A.  Abeywicluama 
Department of ~ b t a n y  
'University of Colombo, Colombo 3. 

Mr. V. R. Nanayakkara 
Conservator of Forests 
Forest Department 
Kew Road -- - Coloinbo 2. 

Mr. Lyn de Alwis 
Director 
Department of Wild Life Conservation 
Anagarika Dharmapala Mawatha - Dehiwala. 

Dr. G. C. N. Jayasuriya 
30/q, Park Road - Colombo 5 .  

Dr. R. P. Jayewardene 
Natural Resources, Energy and Scieuoe Authosi t y 
4715, Maitland Place - Colombo 7. 

Prof. H. M. W. Herath 
Department of Agricultural Biology 
Faculty of Agriculture 
U~~iversity of Peradeniya - Peradcniya. 

Dr. W. P. 'T. Silva 
Department of Geograplzy 
University of Colombo, Colombo 3 

Mr. J. P. Herath 
Curriculum Developme111 .Centre 
BauddJlaloka Mawatlaa, Colombo 7. 

Mr. E. E. Jeyaraj 
C. I. S. I. R. 
Cololubo 7. 
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