
The Growing Phenomena of Tuition Classes: 
The Perceived Rearons and Some 
Social Factors 

H. L. WEMACHANDRA 
Tuition classes have been growing fast in Sri Lanka in recent years and 

have attracted much attention and concern. Among the concerns had been 
the nature of the tuition classes or workshops that skillfully perform storage d 
knowledge among their students. It is alleged that much of this stored know- 
ledge is undigested, but thatt he form, content and system of storage permits 
and facilitates a kind of reproduction at examinations. This can be described 
as a kind of system of "banking" knowledge and not real education. Some 
relate this to the poor performance of these students at University and specially 
at post University levels. Obviously this necessity to perform well at  exarni- 
nations is linked to the acute competition at the examinations, particularly 
the 0. C. E. 'A' Level, which is the qualifying examination for admission to the 
Universities (Vide Table 1A)" The concern is that this total process, the 
acutely competitive examinations, and the tuition classes as a responding 
mechanism, all contribute to a growing qualitative change in education where 
the end product has become a mere store-house of Itnowledge with little 
criticism, initiative or vision. While these are legitimate concerns, they have 
become less important than tuition classes. This study though concerned 
with the manifest objective of the perceived needs of the students in seeking 
tuition class attendance, attempts to uncover and explore at the same time 
some sf the latent social factors. The study was confined to the Colombo 
City, with data from the Kegalle District as comparative and complementary. 

The methodology was basically quantitative, though in the analysis of 
such data an interplay with qualitative factors was allowed. The quantitative 
data was collected by administering a qlnestionnai~e to a sample of students 
from a category recognized to be the most prone to tuitio~l class attendance. 
Thus a11 students in Grade 10 and 12 of a selected sample of schools in the 
Colombo City and the Kegalle District, were administered the questionnaire.' 

The questionnaire consisted of a set of twenty questions (Vide the 
appendix). Some h.ad predeterminedmultiple choice answers while a few were 
open ended. It was administered to all students in Grade 12 in the 

1 .  In addition to the data presented in Table 1, the number of students admitted as a 
percentage of students who are eligible to be admitted is also supportive of increasing 
competition; this percentage has dropped from 33.7 % in 1970 to 16.4 % by 1981. 
(Eligible candidates are those who had reached the minimum requirements at the 
G.C.E. 'A' Levels. However due to thelimited facilities etc. at the Universities,vacancies 
exist for less number of students. The actual numberadmitted is on a selection criteria 
which includes merit and other considerations of the District quota system. 

2. These were administered in mid 1981 and the authorwishes to acknowledge with thanks 
the co-operation and assistance of the principals and teachers of the various schoolr 
where these questionnaires were administered. The author is also indebted to Mr Rex 
Casinadsr of the People's Bank, Research Department for discussions and encouragc- 
meat at various stages of this study. 
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selected si~irnple of schools. However only 25 of these pc; fected questionnaires 
selected at  ralldoan per group or stream were tabulaled for pUfFOseS of this 
study. 'Fhe streams or groups were arts, commerce, engineering and medical. 
The last two werc students in the science stream classified according to the 
hsalties in the universities to which they were seeking admission. I11 some 
schools where the total number in such groups was less than 25, this entire 
number was tabulated. 

At grade 10 there were no streams that could be identified. Most schools 
had however divided the students at Grade 18, as they were often too large, 
into a number of "classes" for the convenience of teaching. The question- 
naire was administered only to one such class, selected at random and the 
tabulation was restricted to 25. 

Typewritten questionnaires with spaces provided for answers were l~azlded 
over by the author to the students in their classrooms. They wcre given 
half an hour to perfect the questionnaire, at the end of which the author 
collected the perfected questionnaire. The students were not allowed to 
consult each other In most instances a teacher of the school was p r c s n t  
along with the author when the questionnaire was adrninjstered. They (lid nor 
have the opportunity or for that matter attempt to influence the students' 
answers. 

There were two sets of purposive samples of schools whose students 
wzle adnin~stered this qucstionnaire. One was in Colombo City and the 
otller was ~n the Kegalle Disl~ict. The Colo~nbo City with its concentration 
of upper and middle classes as w ~ l l  as the ua-ban working class and tlie urb8n 
poor W ~ S  an obvious choice to explore the dynamics of social class and 
education as manifested in tuition classes. By social class one here refers 
to the overall effects of the eco~~omic structure on the field of social relations 
and on the social division of labour. Occupation, income and life styles that 
these lead to thus become relevant amollg them for social class positions. 
B<egalle District is a district with averagecdtlcaiionalservices or opportunities 
with reasonable access to all sections ofils population. (Vide Table 1 R and 
1 C). It was selected Lo be :z, complen~entarp and comparative data base to the 
Colombo City. 

?'Mil,R rl B 

Cut Off Point of the Raw Marks P'ou Selection of Students to the 
University Classified by Stream in 1979 

Medical E?giracer- Phy. Sci- Vet. Sci- Comm- - Arts 
Dntrict and 'RE encel erce 

Agricul- Manage. and 
Applied ture 

Surgery science Science ment Law 

Jaffnfna . .  . . 229 248 2 1 $ 214 227 2 13 
Colornbo . . . . 229 '238 214 21 3 12 7 204 
Kcgalle . . . . 203 215  192 i 94 31 8 207 
Monaragala . . 171 158 141 - 189 196 
Anuradhapura . . 166 21 3 155 144 1 92 186 
Amparai . . . .  166 195 155 148 202 182 

Source : University Grants Commission. 



TABLE I C 

Percentage of Students in Grade 12 in 1979 Classified by Stream 

Grade 12 Grade 12 Grade 12 Grade 12 
~ i s t r i c t  Science Commerce Arts Total 

Jaffna . . 71 13 16 100 
Colombo ~ k t h  . . 6 1. 23 16 100 
Kegalle . . . . 3 6 2 6 38 100 . 
Monaragala . . 26 1 3  61 100 
Anuradhapura . . 25 29 46 100 
Amparai . . ~. 24 44 32 100  

- - -- 
Source : Education Ministry. 

Tables 1B and 1C demonstrate that as a continuum based either asraw marks or 
percentage of students in the Science stream, Kegalle District is placed in the middle. 
Only the data relevant for  he top two and lowest three districts are presented along 
with Kegalle for lack of space. 

This survey was confined only to students in the Sinhala stream. The 
inclusion of students in the Tamil stream would not have served arty useful 
purpose unless compared with students in a peripheral Tamil district. It was 
also doubted whether Colombo City would be appropriate to understand the 
social factors involved, particularly the dynamics of social class and tuition 
cksses for the Tamil population of Sri Lanka. It may have been more perti- 
nent for such an exploration to be attempted in the Jaffna District along with a 
Tamil District with less educadonal services etc. As there were ilumerous 
practical problems involved in carrying out this survey in two such Tamil 
districts this survey necessarily became confined to students of the Sinhala 
stream in the sample of schools in Colombo City and Kegalle District. 

In Colombo City the sample consisted of schools selected on a hierarchy 
of schools on the criteria of prestige and status. This presumably reflected a 
concomitant hierarchy of students on social class differentiati~n.~ The first 
category designated 'A' consists of students from two old and prestigious 
schools one a boys' school and the other a girls' school. Both these schools 
are under state management at present, though they were formerly run by a 
religious body. These two schools also have an outstanding reputation for 
the large number of their students gaining admission to the medical, engineer- 
ing and science faculties of the universities. Again the category 'B' consists 
of two schools, one a boys' school and the other a girls' school. Both are 
Madya Maha Vidyalayas, which enjoy a reputation for sports, social education 
etc. and are situated in the plush residential areas of the city. They had been 
set up in the early 1950s and largely cater to the middle class of the city 
and suburbs. These two schools also have a reasonably good reputation 
for getting their students admitted to the medical, engineering and science 
fac~rlties of the universities. Category 'C' consists of one school, a mixed 
Madhya Mahavidyalayalocated in an area of residential mix in terms of social 

3.  Initially, the hierarchy of schools on the criteria of prestige and status was deter- 
mined on an. impressionistic basis viz. on what was generally regarded as prestigious 
schools etc. However, the data on parents' occupation and income confirmed to a very 
significant degree the correctness of this hierarchy on social class differentiation based 
on such indices. Vide Tables 17 and 18. 
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class  lamely the middle class, working class and the urban poor. All schools 
of. category 'A', 'IS' aild 'C9 are located in the Colombo South region which 
as irldicated by urban studies is the better residential area ofthe city. Category 
'D' consists of three Maha Vdyalayas located in Colombo North, a residential 
area, largely housing the working classes and the urban poor. Though these 
three schools have clasqes upta Grade 12 university admission level, the numbel 
s f  students entered ilzto the universities from these schools of the catego~y 
'D' is minimal if not nil. 

Tn Kegaile District, the schools were not selected on a hierarchy that 
would represellt a social class hierarchy of the students attending the schools. 
Hel-e the purposive sample was on the urban rural dimension within Kegalle 
District. In the selection af the rura8schools, precautions were taken to include 
one Madhya Maha Vidyalaya (Category G )  with a strong reputation in the 
science Caculties of the universities. Along with the two urban schools (Cate- 
gory E and F) which also have science education upto Grade 12, the schools 
selected in Kegalle District have a bias of greater access to science education 
ahan may be generally the case in Kegalle District taken as a whole. This 
was done intentionally to nnatch thc Colombo Schools and at the sa.nle time 
bring out social class characteristics of students seeking science education 
in a peripheral district. The number of students to whom the quantitative 
survey was administered, cBassifiec8 by the: categories are presented in Ta,ble 2. 
The findings of this survey will now be discussed under some relevant heads 
drawing out at the sanie timc social underpinnings of any significance. 

Numbers Attending Tuition Classes 

a greater percentage of students in Colombo City attend tuition 
classes than in the IZegalle Distrlict and in both areas the percentage attending 
tuition classes was higher among Grade 12 students than among Grade 10. 
(Vide Tablc 3). 

Tuition Attendance smd Noan - Attendance in Grade 10 & Grade 12 - 
CoEornbo City Kegalle District Total 

Particulars ----.- -- -- 
Gr.10 Gr. 12 Total Gr.10 Gr.12 Total Gr.10 Gr.12 Ttoal 

" / , % % % % % % > %  
-7 ---- - - 

Attending 
T~iition Classes.. 60 84 75 .  47 61 57 56 75 68 

Not attending 
Tuition Classes . 40 

_ _ _ _ _ _ - - -  
Tolal . . l o 0  noo loo roo roo loo loo 100 too - 

Tlle liighest percciitsge is m o n g  the Grade 12 students in Colombo 
City. Two factors may be coartlibuling to this. Firstly, due to the district 
quota system, the students in C~Psrnbo have to get very high marks if they are 
togainadmissionto i he university. Secondly, due to greater facilities for science 
education in COIOEII~O together with increasing upward social 111obility aspira- 
tions, a grealer n~isnbar of sttrdents in Colombo City pursue science education; 
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a field of studies where the competition and need to  get very high marks is even 
more acute than is generally the case. These two factors may be inducifig 
more students in Colombo City to seek tuition. 

This argument is supported by the numbers attending tuition classes 
classified by the stream or group of subjects (Vide Table 4). I t  is clear that a 

TABLE 4 

Tuition Attendance amin Non-Atdendance in Grade 12 Classified by Stream 
_I__ 

Colombo City Kegalle District 
Particulars 

Arts. Comrn. Med. Eng. Total Arts Comm. Med. Eng. Total 
% % % % %  % % % %  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - I  --- -- 
Attending 
Tuition 
Classes . . 32 69 96 99 84 53 45 69 85 61 

Not 
Attending 
Tuition 
Classes . . 68 36 4 1 16 47 55 32 15 39 

Earger percel~tage of students seeking admission to the engineering acd medical 
faculties of the universities attend tuition classes than other students. En the 
Kegalle District the same trend is noticed, though the rates are lower. In 
Colombo City this obviously is then linked to the acute competition among 
students to gain admission to these two faculties at the universities. It  wit] 
be seen that among the commerce and the arts students both in Colombo 
City and Kegalle District the rate of attendance at  tuition classes is much 
lower. While in Colombo Commerce students had the third highest rate of 
attendance, in Kegnlle Arts students had a higher rate of attendance than the 
Commerce students. 

It is also observed t h ~ t  in  the case of arts students tire percentage of 
students seeking tuition in the Kegalle District is higher than that in Colombo 
City. This is the only "stream" wl?ere this is so. It  reflects the disparities 
in the strail1 towards the type of education in the metropolis and peripheral 
areas. In Colombo City, the greater opportunity for science education com- 
bined with social mobility aspirations generated by the social class fears of 
"'falling down" in the social class position work towards more students seekings 
science education while in Kegalle Dish ict the lack of opportunity and diffused 
socjal mobility aspirations tend to reduce such strains towards science educa- 
tion. The residual float into the arts stream and the competition become 
greater among arts students lo gain admission to tile university. Tlais perhaps 
leads to a grcater percentage of tuition attendance in Kegalle District in the 
arts stream. 

The converse of this feature interestingly was that the number of students 
in the arts stream in Colombo City was very low. As observed earlier, social 
class background and mobility aspirationshad led most students in Colombo 
City to seek a scier-ice cducatinn and aspire for admission to the engineering 



and medical faculties. The dropouts from this trend seem to seek commerce 
education as it appeared to be the next best as far as job opportunities were 
concerned. Only a few opted for an arts education. 

However it may be noted that this may be a bias arising out of the sample 
of schools selected, One did notice that among Colombo schools 
selected for this survey some had earned a reputation and specialized for good 
teaching in science or commerce and this may have attracted such students 
and contributed to the lower proportion ~f not the absence of arts students. 
It is possible that there are similar schools with a reputation for good teaching 
in arts. Inquiries were made to identify such a school so that the survey 
may be extended to include such a school too. But unfortunately it was not 
possible to identify suc1-n a school and this is perhaps an indication of the low 
visibility if not the absence of such schools in the Colombo City. In a total 
view, the character of schools, number of students etc. strongly suggest a 
strain towards science education in Colombo with commerce as a far off 
second. 

In Kegalle District this pattern did not emerge. There was an even 
distribution with the number of student5 seeking admission to the engineering 
faculty being even lower than to the arts faculty. (Vide Table 2) This was 
in spite of the purposive sample of two urban schools and a Madya Maha 
Vidyalaya in a rural area with a strong reputation for science education. 
4f not ror such a sample, the number of arts students may have been even 
greater. What is significant in the context of this study is that 53% of the 
arts students in Kegalle District sought tuition while in Colombo it was only 
32% This supports the argument that there is a strain and tendency for 
students in rural areas and even in towns of peripheral districts, to seek arts 
education due to the lack of opportunity to pursue any other. And having 
opted for arts education, with the ensuing competition for admission to the 
arts faculties of the universities, a greater need or urge to seek tuition occurs. 

As would appear from the preceding discussion schools earn a reputation 
for good teaching and examination.results for science, commerce or arts 
education and consequently attract studepts who pursue such studies. But 
it may be borne in mind that there are disparities in the social class background 
of the students of the different schoo8s. Indeed the Colombo City sample 
was one on such a social hierarchy. Keeping these in mind, let us look 
at the different sclaools and the numbers attending tuition classes. This data 
is tabulated in Table 5. 

Of striking significance is that, in Colombo City though schools 'A', 'IB' 
and 'C' represented a hierarchy of schools on the criteria of social class 
and income of the parents, the number of students seeking tuition in the 
engineering and medical streams of a11 these three categories of schools were 
equally high. One does however observe that the number of students in 
school 'C' following science educatiol~ is much less than in 'A' and 'B' schools. 
Obviously the schools in 'A' send 'By groups which are prestigious for science 
education had attracted a greater number of students. The students who 
followed science education in school 'C' were the few who made the grade 
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after the selective processes at various stages in their student career at 
the same school. But once having made the grade they were subjected to 
the same pressures of social  nobility aspiration anxieties, and acute competi- 
tion at examinations, since they too bad fallen into the general scrslmble of 
the rat race. 

Possibly to most students of school ""C" the aspirations were of a positive 
kind-toreach the top or higher social classes via the customary social mobility 
avenue of education. To many, particularly in category 'A' it  may be of a 
significa,ntly different kind, being propelbd into the rat race not by a positive 
aspiration but by tho fear of falling down in the social class position. The 
need to retain class position and status, qometirnes induced due to anxiety 
states by the parents, is often a compelling force to join thc rat race. In 
S G ~ O O ~  'D' which is at the bottom sf the hierarchy the few students in grade 
12 were not present in school most of the time for the questionnaire to be 
administered to them. The school aalhositles rationalized the absenteeism 
as being due to the exams being close; it is possible that the studellts found the 
facilities at school inadequate and prepared for the cxam at home. It would 
have been uselul to find out as to how taYally of them sought priv;zte tuition. 

Of the arts students inoiieof the two sci~ools in category %' which was a 
girls' school, six of the seven arts studsntson roll atter~ded tuitior~classesbecause 
they were reading French as a subject and there was no conlpeient teacher 
at the school to teach this subject. Otherwise, the rate of aliendance of the 
arts students for the tuition classes anay have dropped even further. It  is 
interesting to observe that even the few students who opt for the arts stream 
ir;n Cololnbo City studied subjects with social prestige and a greater degree 
of' job opportunities. (e. g. Study of Frencl~ as a subject has social prestige 
as well as job opportiunties in the tourist industry). 

Out of the schools selected from Kegalle District the two urban schools 
'E' and 'F' have fairly high rates of tuition attendance, though lower than in 
the Colombo City. School 'F', an urban girls' school with students from an 
elkto background has a very high rate of tuition attendance. School 'G', a 
Madhya Maha Vidyalaya in arural area, but with a vet y good reputation and 
pmformance (if one is to judge by examination results) for science education 
hss a much lower ratc or tuition atleadance. 

During the tiina of this survey i t  was observed  hat the school adininis- 
tl,ation and the staff of this pal ticular school appeared cieterlnined to maintain 
ti:c reputation and standards set, and imparted the type and quality of teaching 
rslquiled for such reputation and pexforrnarrce within the scl~ools system. At 
t i  r,e same time they discouraged tuition attendance. There were apparently 
efforts made to make the quality of teaching such that tu~tion classes became 
cedarmdant. They were keen and proud to point out that their best students 
(by 43. C. E. 'A' level results criteria) were often those who did not follow 
flaneioat classes. In spite of such efforts students in thc context of competition 
obviously felt that they should follow tuition classes and this is particularly 
so, as the figures in Table 5 suggest. Among students seeking admission to 
the engineering faculty, the psychological need to be on par with students 
elsewhere who were caught up in  the tuition system was apparenty too strong 
for this MMV school administrtl.tiio and staff to resist or counter. 
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Reasons for Attending Tuition Classes 

Analysing the answers ofthe students who attend tuition classes it appears 
that the main reasons in the perception of the students as to why they attend 
tuition classes are: 

i. Weak in some subjects and hence special coaching by way of tuition 
is necessary. 

ii. Inadequate time during school hours to cover the syllabus. 
iii. Unsatisfactory teaching. 

These factors taken together were listed by 87% and 82% of the students 
in Grade 10 and 12 respectively, in Colombo City. The pattern in Kegalle 
District was more pronounced, 97 % and 91 % of the Grade 10 and 12 students 
listing the three factors. Other factors of marginal importance were lack of 
qualified teachers, parental compulsion; because their peers attend tuition etc. 
Among the other reasons about 1 % or less stated that they attend tuition classes 
because it gave them an opportunity to meet the opposite sex. This analysis 
is presented in Table 6. 

Stated Reasons for Attending Ttaition Classes Classified by Grade and Areh 

-- 
/ Colombo C:ty I Keg-alle D~sirict I Total 

Iiiadequale time I 
during scliool 
hours 

I / 17 16 17 13 19 25 / 21  11 19 

particulars 
- - 

Weak i n  sonle 
subjects 

Gr.iO Gr.12 Total 
% X 4 . X  

UnsatisTi~ctory 1 
teaching -- I3 16 21 

Parental I I cornp~ilrion . . 3 i 2 1 0 3 2 / 2 2 2 I 

14 25 2 2 / 1 3  ------ 25 22 

Lack of 
qualified 
teuc hers . .  

Because peers 
attend . . I  l ? I 

I 

Gr.10 Gr.12 Total 
x i -- 

" 1  87 81 8 4  PI 91 93 1 90 8 1  86 
P. --- 

4 5 5 l l  5 5 
1 1 5 5 

Cr.16 :Gr.lZ Total 
% % % 

57 40 46 , 40 47 45 53 4.3 45 

Other reasons . . - ----- 
Total 

5 10 8 7 6 --- 
100 100 100 100 100 100 
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who gave inconvenient commuting distance as areason fol not attending tuition 
classes, obviously the tuition classes did figure as important. Some students 
also indicated that their parents did not permit them to follow tuition classes. 
This was also interesting, because often the social class aspirations etc. that 
lead to high priority for education and studies, is conveyed to the children via 
the parents. The fact that there were a few patents who saw no importance 
in the tuition classes for the rat race in education was noteworthy. The 
tabulated responses of the students who did not attend tuition and why they 
did not do so is presented in Tables 8 A and 8 B. 

Stated Reasons for not Attending Tuitiouu Classes as a Percentage Classified 
by Grade andl Stream i m  Kegalle District 

Particulars 

School Teachrng 1s Adequate 
Final~c~al  lncapac~ty 
Can self Study . . . . 
No Tu~tion Class at 
Convenleilt Place . . . .  

Not allowed by Parents . . 
Others . . . . . . 

Grade 12 

Arts Comm. Med. Eng. 

23 77 47 75 
55 IS 42 0 
18 4 1 1 -  25 

Total 

Total . . . . . 1 100 1 im I I W  100 100 

It may be observed from these tables that in Colombo City, while only 
11 % in Grade 12 gave financial incapacity as the reason for not attending 
tuition classes, in Grade 10 it was 35% while at Kegalle it was the reverse; 
28% at Grade 10 and 34% at Grade B2though obviously with a smaller dis- 
parity. The crucial grade for tuition classes is Grade 12 and at this grade it 1s 
important to note that while only 11 % had not attended tuition due to financial 
incapacity in Coloinbo City, 34% had not done so at  Kegalle. In the schools 
within the City it was very revealing that while only3 %in category A,the most 
prestigious type ofschools,gave financial incapacity as a reason for not attend- 
ing tuition classes, 58 % did so in category 6Dv the bottom grade urban schools. 
While this stark dispat ity within thc City isof importance in any study of tuition 
classes and the total system of education itself,asweshall see later, it is equally 
important to note that the urban poor, as argued elsewhere? are worse off 
than the students in rural areas as far as their education is concerned. 

In recent years, particularly with the flow of international funds via the 
increasingly important phenomena of N. G.  Os, shanty and slum dwellers as 
phenomena of visible poverty have attracted attention. These N.G.0.s 
are valiantly attempting to uplift the housing, educational, nutritional and 
health standards etc. of these shanty and slum dwellers. While one does not 
know what else of the shanty and slum deweller are in for upliftnient, there 

4. H. L. Hemachandra,--"The Nexus between Socio-Economic Factors and the N e w  
Brahmins : A Social Survey o f  University Students" Bonomic Review, Vol. 6,  NO. 1, 
April 1980. 
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is an implied undertone of an Oscar Lewis type of argument that the shanty 
dwellers themselves have been resposible for their immiserated existence. 

What is of relevance for this study is that such perspectives ignore the wider 
urban or even social processes and structures that generate and sustain sub- 
standard housing and housing classes such as shanty and slum dewellers. 
It is a part of these processes to keep the educational system, as a process of 
social mobility and more importantly a process to prevent downward social 
mobility, for the economically pl ivileged social classes only. It was apparent 
that the prestigious urban schools cater to these classes. 

It is important to uncover here the underpinnings in the process of social 
class reproduction. The privileged social classes ensure the reproduction of 
their social classes, and in this their offspring are important. Thus they ensure 
that there is little or no downward social mobility. In the Sri Lankan context 
education is a crucial factor in the social class reproduction process and the 
above stated data suggest and support the argument that the educational 
system has and is being moulded to suit this purpose. Now the figures dis- 
cussed ea~lier emphasized the disparities in the financial capacity of students 
in the prestigious urbanschoolsvis-a-vis the non prestigious city school as well 
as schools in the pe~ipheral areas of Kegalle. 

It is important to note in Table 8A that in the Colombo City, school of 
category 'A' the prestigious urban school, 47% of students who did not 
at tend tuition classes stated that they did not do so because the school's teaching 
was adequate. This school, as we have noted at the outset, was not only a 
prestigious urban school but a school with a reputation for good science 
teaching with a large number of admissions to the engineering and medical 
faculties of the universities, the entry point to the land of the new brahmin~.~ 
This state of affairs confirms what was argued, that the educational system, as 
a process of social mobility and social class reproduction, is geared to cater 
differentially to different social classes. The 47 % indicates that while this 
school has the least number of students with financial incapacity to attend 
tuition classes, it is also the school with a level of teaching that is adequate, 
in the opinion of 47% of non-tuition going students, to make tuition classes 
redundant. 

It is important to note here that this is the response of students who do 
not attend tuition classes. Earlier in Table 5 we observed that 82% of the 
students in these schools attend tuition classes. It may also be borne in mind 
that only 23 % of such students were of the opinion that teaching was inade- 
quate. What emerges is that the students of this school have the financial 
capacity to attend tuition classes, and in fact large numbers of them do so; 
and this in the opinion of some sectionsof the students, is despite the fact that 
the teachingis adequate or of good qualify to make tuition classesredundant. 

5. Oscar Lewis in his book the "The Children of'sanchez" argued many years ago, that 
by virtue of their inhabiting the loivest reaches o f  the Urban Hierarchy, the urban 
poor developed their own distinctive. cultl.~ral forms. Having done so this culture o f  
poverty itself becomes a contributing factor in sustaining and reproducing their poverty. 
Not surprisingly this mode of  analysis bas been heavily.contested, not least since it 
contains the suggestion that the poor are themselves responsible for their immiserated 
circumstances. . . . ~ .  . 

6. H. L. Hemachandra, Op. Clt. . . 



The reputation of the school and the performance of the students at thc 
examination supports this position. This suggests the concentration and 
disparity in educational opportunities. This is crucial to the central problem 
that this study confirms the relationship of education to social classes in 
Sri Lanka and the pvocesses at work in this context. This we shall elaborate 
in the concluding sections of this study, drawing upon some of the data and 
arguments presented in this section. 

It may be noted that 52 % of Grade 12 students who do not attend tuition 
classes at Kegalle District felt that school teaching was adequate for them not 
to attend tuition classes,and34%of Colombo City Grade 12 students were not 
attending tuition classes because they were confident that they could manage 
on their own. In Kegalle District only 11 % were of this opinion. 

Cost of Attending Tuition Classes 
The data on the cost of attending tuition classes, which includes the tuition 

fees and the travelling axpenses, are presented in Table 9. Ona broad spectrum 
the average cost ranges from Bs. 101- spent by a Grade 10 student in a Maha 
Vidyalaya in the rural area of Kegalle District to Rs. 171.08 that students 
seeking admission to the medical faculties in category A schools in Colombo 
City spend per month on tuition. Comparing more related categories, at 
Grade 10 it ranged from Rs. 85/38 to Rs. lo/- . Within Colombo at Grade 10 
i t  dropped to Rs. 46.25. In the Kegalle Urban schools the average costs were 
comparable at Rs. 45.48 and Rs. 61.77. At grade 12 it ranged from Rs. 143.17 
i n  Colombo City category 'A' schod to  Rs. 291- in the Maha Vidyalaya in a 
rural area in Kegalie District. Pn category 'D' schools in Colombo City, none 
of the studelmts at Grade 12 were available for the Survey. In the other three 
schools it ranged from Rs. 68.45 to Its. 143.17. In  Kegalle District at none of 
the schools did the students on the average spendmorethat Rs.60.31. Dispari- 
ties in costs also exist between the streams as well as within the same stream 
but among students of different schools. For instance while in category 'A' 
schools students in the medical stream spend on tuition classes on the average, 
as much as Rs. 17 1.08, in the commercestream itwasonly Rs. 112.37. Within 
the medical stream, at category 'C', the average cost was only Rs. 921-, while 
in the Kegalle District it fell to Rs. 55.55. Similar patterns exist in the other 
streams too. 

The data suggest that disparities in cost do exist between streams too. 
Medical, being the most expenasive in Colombo City while in the Kegalle 
District engineering was equally if not a little more expensive in certain situa- 
tions. Equallysigoificant,if not more,wasthat inColombo schools, which was 
a purposive sample selected on graded hierarchy, thestudents atthecategory 'A' 
schools spend a larger sum on tuition or went to the more expensive tuition 
classes. It drops as we go down in the graded hierarchy of schools. The only 
variant was in commerce where category 'C' school students spent more on 
tuition than those at category 'B'. This is explaitped by the fact that this school 
had earned a reputation for commerce as discussed earliei and attracted 
students reading commerce. Hence, in commerce i t  was perhaps placed higher 
than category 'C' school hierarchically and thus the data is in keeping with 
the general pattern of Colombo school students' tuition costs. In the Kegalle 
District, it will be recalled, the schools were not hierarchically placed except 
that 'N' was only a Maha Vidyyalaya, while the other three were Madhya Maha 
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WidyaPayas; two in urban areas and the other the third in a rural location. This 
being so, the disparities in tuition costs were minimal. Disparties between 
tuition costs for medical and engineering students were also not present as 
in Colombo City, but commerce tuition costs as seen in Colombo City were 
jnnch Power than for both medical and engineeling. 

The significance of data presented in this section is twofold. Firstly, it 
suggmts that in medicine and to a lesser extent in engineering the tuition costs 
are higher than in the other two. While the "rush" for these studies and matters 
of supply and demand may have determined these costs, it is nonetheless 
significant that the data is supportive of the general thrust that emerges in 
this rtudy,  lamely that the education system in its totality, which includes 
the new ubiqnitious tuition classes and the school system, is a crucial part of 
the process which sections of the upper and middle classes use to reproduce 
themselves. Here, medicine and engineering the abode of the new brahmins 
are important and it is these very studies that are most expensive. 

Secondly the repetitive thrust manifests itself when we compare the tuition 
(costs of students in the hierarchy of schools in Colombo City. The students 
of the more prestigious schools go in for inore expensive tuition, with obviousl~ 
a betier quality of teaching etc. The disparities between Colombo City and 
the Kegalle District take on a similar pattern. 

IPm~ily Income and Toitisu 
From all that has been observed, it is obvious that the nexus between 

family income and tuition class attendallce is bound to be strong. Here the 
data collected on family income from the children should not be taken as too 
teliable, but if this weakness is consistent with the entire sample then the data 
SR~OUI~ hhavc some meaning. This data is presented in Table 10, and is extremely 
supportive of the argument of a strong nexus between tuition classes and 
income groups and ultimately to the social underpinnings that this study 
uncovers viz. tile linkage between tuition classes and social class. The data 
shows a significant curve up in the percentage attending tuition classes as 
one moves up the income groups and the reverse or a declining curve of students 
not attending tuition classes on the income grcup dimension. 

TABLE 10 
Dltbn Attendance and Non Attendance in Grades 10 & 12 Classified by 

Family Income in Kcgalle District 

Rs . Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Monthly Income 0-200 201-400 401-600 601-1000 1OOO & 

- .--.- ------ ( % - % % % . 0 9 %  

Attending 
Tuition Classes 

Not Attending 
Tuition Classes 59.2 53.1 41.4 22.4 

Total " 1  100.0 . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

The patterns of the prestigious urban schools, with students from higher 
income groups and a greater number attending tuition classes etc. reappear, 
and to discuss all this would be repetitive. I t  is sufficient to statehere thatthere 
is a strong relationship between the incomes and tuition attendance. 
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Parental Occupation and Income 

In third wolld countries like Sri L ~ n k a  occupation is  as important as 
income for social class positioning. When the data on the students' parental 
occupation was analystd, the pattern that emerged once again, underlines the 
nexus between social class and tuition classes. This data is presented in Table 1 I -  

TABLE 11 

Percentage Attending and Not Attending Tuition Classes In Grades 10 & 12 
Classified by Father's Occupation and Category of Schools in Colombo City 

-: 

Category Profcs- Trader Teacher Clerical Skilled Paddy Unskilled 
of sional & Prop- (Non- Worlcer Worker Farmer Worker 

Schools and rletor Un~ver- 
Executive sity) 

Att. Not Att. No2 Att. Not Att. Not Att. Not Att. Not Att. Wbt 
Att. Att. Att. Att. Att. Att. Att. 

% % %  % %  % %  % %  % %  % %  "/, 
_--_I--_--- - ---- 

D - - 40 60 - - 18 82 44 66 0 100 29 71 
.. -. ---- --- -- ---.- , -- 

All 85 15 78 22 87 1 3  71 29 61 39 71 29 34 66 

The strong imperative among the middle class to retain their classposition 
and ensure this by "education" is also reflected in the greater amount of money 
spent on tu!tion by parents of middle class occupational g~oups. (Vide Tab].:: 12) 
It is interesting to note that some professions! and parallel occupational groups 
spend more money on tuition, than thosc in trade and proplietorship, even 
though they may be less affluent compared to the latter. 

It is this group that has achieved a class position via education and the 
pressures are strong to maintain and reproduce the position in the secolad 
generation by education. The middle type of entrepreneurs or proprietors 
by occupation, in spite of their aflucnce, often because of a lack of social 
education, suffel setbacks in class positioning particularly in urban situations. 
This is often rectified in the second generation by education and .this m y  
explain. the high expenditure on tuition, even though this is less than. t b  
professionals etc. 



TABLE 52 

Arerage MonfMy Tuition Pees Paid by a Student Attending 3SxItion Classes 
in Grades 10 and 12 ClnsslRiied According to Wther's Occupation and 

Category sf Schools in Colombo City 

(In Rupees) 

Category Profes- Trades Teacher Clerical Skilled Paddy Unskilled 
of  sional and (Non- Worker Worker Farmer Worker 

Schools and Prop- Unlver- 
Bxecutiwo riebor sity) 

Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts .  Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts. Rs. Gts. 
- -. ------ --- ------- -----.------- 

All. 108.14 83.99 70.04 50.61 38.68 36.00 34.50 

'Ql$ritiss and Subjects 

In the section on the nrmumbzrs attending tuition classes, even if a student 
attended tuition classes for one subject, the student was irichded 'among those 
atte~~dinag tuition classes. I t  is now proposed to examine the number of subjects 
and what specific subjects students tend to attend in this gtowirig phenomena 
of tuition classes. These data are presented in Tables 13 and 14. 

Some of the features that emerged in the data already presented are le .  
mphasizeti when one examines the data on the numbel and nature of subjects 
for which tuition is sought. ]For instance, a greater percentage of Grade 12 
atandents than Grade 10 students attend tuition classes in a greater nwmber 
of subjects in the Colombo City schools and vice versa in the IICegalle Di~uic t .  
Witkin Grade 12, students in the medical and engineeriag streams attend 
tuition classes in more subjechs than in other streams. This was particula~ly 
pronounced in the Colombo City schools, and rather thinly in the Kegallc 
Ilistrict. Once again this suggested the extreme competition in Colombo City 
to gain admission to the medical and engineering faculties. T12e greater number 
of arts students in the Kegalle District, attending tuition in more than two 
subjects (41 %) as against Colombo City (25%) supports the argument made 
in an earlier section of relative greater strain towards arts education in the 
peripheral districts than in Colombo City. 

'&me Spent on Tuition 
In Colombo City, students appear to  generally spend about 9 to 

10 hours per week on tuition classes, while in Kegalle it ranged from about 
6 hours to 9.5 hours per week. There was much significant variation between 
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the s'tpoams or Grades or for that matter bewteen scbool types. Notably less 
time or belotar the average time spent om tuition classes were by the commerce 
~tudents at KegaPle (2 hours and 40 minutes) and arts students in Colombo 
City. (4.5 hours,) 

In Colombo City apart from the time spent at the tuition classes, students 
on the average spent about 3 to 5.5 hours and at times even 6 hours on travelling 
to and ftom tuition classes. In Kegalle this generally ranged from 1.5 J.10urs 
to 5.5 kouls, though there wele a few students, notably those attending tu i t i~n 
in a number of subjects spending about 5 to 6 h o u ~ s  per wcek on travelling. 
This data is presented in Table 15. 

In the context sf the rat race in education and the gathering momentum 
of the tuition class phobia, the time spent on tuition classes is not alarming. 
The mental and physical strain on a student should not be acute in thc light 
of t'ne time spent on tuition classes. Thisis areassul ing fea.eaturc for onc's fexs 
in the context of the examination anxiety syndrome, that any comm~tment 
along with the physical and mental strains could bad to the deterioration 
of the health of the students. While this reassuring feature exists one may 
bear in mind that the time spent on tuition classes and travelling to and from 
such classes is usually in addition to schooling hours. Tuition classes are 
invariably in the evening or week-ends. Obviously, then they eat considex ably 
into tlve leisure and recreation hours of the students and inhibit their non- 
academic pursuits and inte~csts. 'Flxis affects the czpacity of thc students to 
make full use of a univcrdty education if they do get past the zdnlission point 
in the rat race. In the deteriorating social education and confidence that 
graduates of the Sri Lankaam Univensities are alleged to exhibit, this is not a 
vlrelicome feature. 

Scholars and Tuition 
This study also explored whether there was any significant differenco 

between scholarship holders and non-scholarship holders in attending tuition 
c1:zsses. The qnantitative findings are presented in Table 16. Onc Inay have 

TABLE 16 

Percentage Attending Tuition Classes CEassified by Scholarship Holders 
and Non-Sclrolarst~ip Iloldcrs - _ P C _ _ _ _  - T o m b 0  City 1 I<e~alic District -- 

Grade/Stream Non- Non- 
Scholarship Scholarship Scholarship Scholarship 

holdsrs holders holders holders 
- ------------- --- 

Grade 10 . . . e 74 5 1 83 43 

Grade 12 . . . . 94 79 82 59 

Grade 12 -- Arts . . 50 30 - 53 

Grade 12 - Commerce 71 69 100 43 

Grade 12 - Medicine . . 94 98 71 65 

Grade 12 - Engineering 98 100 83 

Total 69 82 55 
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anticipated scholarship holde~s who are presumably of a better mental fibre 
to have less need to attend tuition classes. The findings are to the contraly as 
Table 16 vividly illustrates. In Colombo City 74% at Grade 10 and 94% at 
Grade 12 of scholarship holders attend tuitionclassesthough only 5 1 XatGrade 10 
and 79 % at Grade 12 of non-scholarship holders attend tuition classes. The 
pattern at Kegalle is no different when the scholarship holders and non-scholar- 
ship holders are compared though the percentage of attendance in both these 
groups is different from Colombo. At Grade 10, 83 % of schola~ship holders 
attend tuition while only 43 % of non-scholarship holders do so. At Grade 12 
it is 82% and 59%. Streamwise patterns reiterate trends revealed earlier; 
greater strain among engineering and medicine but less so among medicine 
students at Kegalle etc. 

Teachers and Tuition 
Except for. the response of the students who listed unsatisfactoly teaching 

(included in the multiple choice answe~ to  the question why they attend tuition 
classes) there were no quantitative data collected regarding the role of the 
teachers in the growing tuition system. However data of a qualitative kind 
emerged during the period the questionnaire was administered at the various 
schools. Contact and infc~rmal discussions with teachers and principals of 
schools was necessaly as a prelude to the administration of questionnaires as 
well as to get their co-operation for this purpose. These discussions proved 
useful as an entry point to txplore the tuition system and network and the 
teachers' role in it. What erne~ged as significant was the presence of two 
attitudinal types among the teachers. One viewed the tuition negatively, as a 
harmful or damaging one, while the other looked upon tuition as necessary 
and useful. Obviously this latter type, or at least most of them had strong 
ties to the tuition system, as teachers in the tuition classes. Indeed some of 
them were inclined to look at this study with suspicionif not hostility. They 
feared that this might uncover negative aspects of the tuition system. 

What emerged as significant was that apart from the number of teachers 
in the secondary schools who ran or taught in tuition classes, a good many 
teachers, particularly those teaching science subjects in Grade 12, earned a 
substantial remuneration by their involvement in tuition classes. This was 
an economic reward as well as a mode of recognition of the role of the teachers, 
which the formal educational system appears to grossly underscore. In the 
growing competition to gain admission to the universities, the gatheling, 
storing and reproduction of knowledge was increasingly important and so 
was the role of those who imparted this knowledge. As shall be drawn out in 
the conclusion, education in Sri Lanka was and continues to be crucial in 
upward social mobility, and in recent years equally important in preventing 
downwald social mobility. If this was so then the services of the teacher is 
of economic significance. It enables the successful students to  make their entry 
into the sausage machine at the University 1evel.The significance lies in great 
economic and social rewards that students gain when they are processed out 
of this sausage machine. But the economic rewards available to those teachers 
who make the entry possible to the sausage machine is minimal. Obviously 
there is a contradiction here, and the tuition system, as a system outside the 
formal education system, attempts to resolve this. For here those teachers 



who have ploven skills in imparting knowledge and helping students to store 
i t  in such a manner as to make them good examinees are the recipients of 
economic rewards by way of high salaries etc. Thesc are not only cotnmensurate 
with the value of the skills in the total process and function of the education 
system as an access avenue of social mobility but also legitimize the important 
and crucial role of the teachers in the increasingly competitive educational 
3ystem. It may be noted that teachers who zeceive a substantial income or 
salaries are those who have proven skills in the vjgorous tests of students' 
acceptance; examination success of f heir students ; open advertisement of 
such skills (hand bills, posters, banners, newspaper advertisements) etc. Those 
who cannot meet these vigorous tests and demands are not absorbed into the 
tuition class system or the network and remain poorly paid teachers of the, 
formal system. 

The close relationship between social class and education has been evident 
almost universally in modern times and perhaps this was so in pre-modern 
times as well. Sri Lanka is no exception and given the role of education in 
colonial society this has special significance. Thus it has been observed that 
since the mid 19th century education had been a significant avenue of upward 
social mobility. It has obviously contributed in some measure to social class 
formation in Sri Lanka. I t  was within this context that the importance of the 
free education system introduced in the 1940s' emerges, for prior to it, education 
was accessible only to those who could afford it. The system of free education 
removed the bottleneck. I n  addition, to make this free education more acces- 
sible to all sections of the population, the government opened schools in 
peripheral areas. This was to counter-balance the concent~.ation of schools 
in urban areas and to prevent flee education opcning the gates of education 
and concomitant upward social mobility only to the urban population. 
While these policies corrected imbalances in the education system to a great 
degree, they did not eliminate all such imbalances. For instance, dispaiities 
in the access to science educatiorl between urban and rural areas as well as 
the concentration of science education in some districts, notably ifi Colombo 
and Jaffna coiltinued to remain. 

It is important lo observe that this very process of free education set in 
motion in the 1940s, crea,ted by the 196% a large numbs of educated un- 
employed. The stagnant Sri Lankan economy could not absorb what the 
educational system produced. Among this educated unemployed the greatest 
numbsr were arts graduates of the universities, There were better job oppor- 
tunities for the science, medical and engineering graduates. Indeed this has 
made the science educated the new brahmins in Sri Lanka. Obvjously, in 
this context disparities in the access to science education assumes greater 
significance. Once again govcr nment pol icy has attempted to correct this by 
the introduction of the Dist~ict quota system. While such a system may be 
correcting disparities among the districts, it fails to take into account disparities 
plevalent within the districts om an urban rural dimension as well as on a 
social class dimension. 



The Growing Phenomelza oJ Tuition Classes: 

TABLE 17 

Father's Occupation Classified by Category of Scbools in Colombo City* 

Category Profes- Trader Teacher Skilled Paddy Un- 
of sional & & Worker Farmer skilled Total 

Schools and Prop- Clerical Worker 
Executive rietor Worker 

% % % % % % % 

All 30.41 17.51 29.49 14.06 1.84 6.68 100.0 

This itzchldes 011 sttidents viz tlzose attending tuition clnsses as well as tltose 
not crtte~rdii~g tuition classes. 

TABLE 18 

Family Income Classified by Category of Schools in Colombo City* 

Category Rs. Rs. Rs . Rs . Rs . Rs. Rs. 
o f 0 - 200 20P-400 401-600 601-1000 1001-2000 2001 & Total 

Schools Over 
% x x % O/n "/, % 

------- -- --PA-- 

All 0 . 8 8  5.31 80.62 19.91 34.95 28.32. 100.0 

* This it~clu~les oil strrdenfs viz. ilzose attetrding tuition ciusses (1s well a s  those 
not (zttendii~g tilition C / I IS . I .~Y .  
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The class character in education was thus historically present and the 
education reforms of the 1948s (i.e. the flee education system etc.) were only 
paltially successful in reducing this class character. Jt continued to exist and 
in the 1970s it appears to have gained ground once again. This was not merely 
as an avenue of upward social mobility but equally if not more significantly 
a reproduction of social dass, that is by the prevention of downward mobility. 
Ht is recognized that with the edlucational reforms of the 1940s the numbeis 
in the middle class were swelled by the avenue of education. But by the late 
1960s or early 1970s the gates were once again closing, as we noted, since 
stagnant economies are incapable of providing jobs for all. The new members 
of this class were equally anxious, if not more, as the older members, to close 
the gates now and prevent any downward social mobility f ~ o m  their newly 
gained positions. Ia the reprduction of social classes, education, particularly 
science education that produces and reproduces the new brahmins, is limited 
to the;, own class members. 12, is in this process that tuition classes have begun 
to play a crucial role. 

Admittedly, competitjoln in the educational system, particularly the 
admission to the universities becoming extiemely acute, paved the way for 
this. Greater numbers were seeking university admission than before (Vide 
Table 13, In some districtstparticularlyinGolombo and Jaffna, this competition 
was made even more acute by the district quota system. But when this occurred 
the class mechanism became operative to ensure that members of privileged 
classes use their class power, both economic and social to gain advantage. 

What we wish to draw out, s f  this, is that the emergence of tuition classes 
as a growing and striking phenomenon of the late 1970s is a manifestation 
of the aesurging and gtowjng importance of social class influence on educations 
Tuition classes can be attended only by those who could afford it and 
the class character is apparent. It acts as a class mechanism to restrict the 
access to education, particularly science education, to the members of its own 
olass. It is therefore once again symptomatic of the strong and resurgent 
relationship between social class, social class reproduction and education in 
3ri M a .  



Elnglish Traaslatlaoan of tHne Siaahalan Questionnaire 
Administwed 80 the Stndemts 

.................................................................................... I. Grade : 

......................................................................... 2. Male/Female : 

3. Subjects Offered : .................. ...................................................... 

4. Do you attend Tuition C l a s s ~ ~  I Yes/No. 

5. If yes, for what subjects do you attend and tuition fees for a month 

Subjwbs Tuition Fees 

(ii) ................................................ ........................ 

(v) .................................................... ........................ 

6. At what time are your classes held : 

Monday ............................. Friday.. ...................... 

................... Tuesday ............................. Saturday.. 

Wednesday.. ......................... Sunday ..................... 

Thursday .; ......................... 



7. The place where your Tuition Classes are held : .......................... 

The distance to the Tuition Class from your Residence .................. 
The Travelling Expenses (one way) ............................................. 

The time you have to spend on Travelling (one way) ..................... 
8. Did you attend Tuition Classes in the previous grade ? Yes/No. 

9. Reasons for your attending Tuition Classes now or before 1 

( i )  As there is a lack of teachers to teaoh the I 
relevant subjects I 

(iv) As other students attend tuition classes I i 

I 
(v) At the request of parents or others 

I---' 
(specify if ot he1 s) I 

(vi) Weak in certain subjects 

(I j) Though there are suficient teachers, 
teaching is unsatisfactory 

(iii) Insufficient school time to cover syllabus 

(vii) Any other leason (Please specify) 

---- 

10. If you do not attend Tuition Classes, the reasons: 

(i) As there is not enough money to spend 
on tuition 

I 

I---- 

( i i )  As you can Inanage on self study I--- I 
(iii) As scllool teaching is inadequate 

(iv) As you are not allowed to attend tuition I 

classes by your parents or otlaers (specify) 

(v) As there are no tuition classes at a ! I 
convenient place 

(vi) Any other reason (Please specify) I 1 
I -- I 



Do you feel that to get better results at the 
examination attending Tuitioia Classes is: 

I 

(i) Necessary 1 -  
(i i)  Necessary to a certain extent 

(iii) Not Necessary 

Are there enough Teachers who Zre qualified to teach your Subjects 
in the school : Yes/No. 

Is their teaching good enough : YeslNo 

Is your school time adequate to learn your subjects ft~l ly:  YeslNo. 

Do your teachers like you to attend Tuition Classes: 

-- - 1  Disllb 1 Like 1 I Do not know 
I ---... I 

Are you a Scholarship holder. Yes/No. 

Do you stay somewhere out of your home to attend school: Yes/No. 

Father's Occupation : 

Mother's Occupation : 

Monthly Family It~come 

Number of Brothers : 

Number of Sisters: 
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