


A llied House Gardens - even ihe 
name has resonance in Colombo's 
consciousness, w t h its stalely 

colonial sound. A street which was lor 
decades a quiet residential area of the 
elite has, in the last lew decades, been 
transformed by incorporating commer­
cial spaces, restaurants, public facilities 
and condominium residences But in 
•his transformation, it has successfully 
retained its quiet charm. 

Walking down Alfred House Gar­
dens, one has the experience ol a 
'walled in' effect with one sale having 
several multi-storey apartments built 
alongside each other. Therefore, this 
narrow arterial space has a unique effect 
ol a tunnelled-in quality, having very tall 
buildings walled on one side and a row 
ol independent buildings on the other, 
merged in with a lot oi greenery in the 
area. Deep light wells have been created 
between buildings, providing infiltrated 
light and spatial drama during different 



limes ol ihe da) rhere are several nat-
ural canopies ol foliage, almost a rool 
covering ihc driveway in parts, creating 
;i pleasurable drive through. 

I he arien,il wa\ ol Alfred 1 louse 
Gardens starts from the Gallc Road and 
ends up at the British Council Building 
cutting through Duplication Road, hav­
ing connections made with a number 
ol deep set alleys and by-roads Ii can 
he identified â  a communication arte-
t.u t iiiainK because 11 gives many fac­
ets ol experiences to the urban dweller, 
latch space houses different activities, 
whether n is a residential apartment, 
an individual house, a religious space, a 
boutique, or the British Council, all giv­
ing valuable experience that is unique, 
< rented from the common integrated 
selling ol Alfred I louse Gardens. 

A remarkable leaiure ol the trans 
formation ol this street has been the 
elegant and complementary exteriors 
which have evolved in tandem. The 
commercial and recreational spaces in 
particular have shown a sensitivity m 
renovation thai lias gone a long way 
in enhancing the ambience ol this al­
ien. Whether thc\ house restaurants. 

art galleries, (lower s h o p s or fashion 
boutiques, their exteriors exude an ele 
gance and charm that epitomises \lhvd 
I louse ( i , m i e n s 

I his particular artery is unique dm 
lo the structural settings created by thi 
build n g s T h e buildings ol charactet 
ami .1 x hitectural interest that are found 
scattered amongst the newer, somcw hat 
clinical facades, have thai mystical aura 
that give rise to a certain ambiguit) in 
the architectural feel ol the street 

One ol the most significant charac­
teristic s in ih is particular arterial forma­
tion is that ii ends up with a significant 
building with highei arcfiueciural mi 
portance in the area. I here is a definite 
starling point lo ihe experience ol the 
space ai ihe border ol dalle Road thai 
creates an enir) poini through two high 
rises ol the C olombo Jewellers Stores 
and thr A I Coora) Building, currently 
under construction 

Ihc 'walled m effect gives a direc­
tion towards the interior ol the Alfred 
House Gardens Surprisingly the cul­
ling through ol Duplication Road d o e s 
not s e e m to have a profound effect o n 
the experience, mainly because II is ef­

fectively carried through b\ ihe built 
s p a c e s created at the junction ol Dupli­
cation Road and helps to earn the s a m e 
effect across The old colonial building 
thai h o u s e s the British Council Library, 
with its contemporary changes and ad-
diuons. still retains the colonial archi­
tecture that has given a unique identity 
io other urban developments in Co­
lombo, 

Greenery is a remarkable leature 
m this quarter, with planned and un­
planned trees and loliagc, w h i c h s e e m s 
io have been a well-integrated pan ol 
the Hin 11 fabi ic in this area, i ontribut-
inggreath to the overall atmosphere. 

In certain parts ol As ia very com­
petent projects have lomul new ways 
io create the best poss ib l e conditions 
in Asian living in w h i c h culture, envi­
ronment, and liieslyle have alv, a\ s been 
the backdrops for their creations. Alfred 
I l ouse Gardens sets a potential seed in 
o u r urban environment ihat can be de 
veloped to a greater extent II A l l i e d 
I louse Gardens epitomises the best ol 
yesterday and loda\ in i o l o m b o . then 
tomorrow's ( o l o m b o City is something 
l o . agerK .mlk ipa le . 
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