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SPOTLIGHT

ALFRED HOUSE GARDENS |

A city is not defined by one street or one building, but there are always
some streets that seem to capture the essence of a city - its vibrancy,

its character and its very pulse. While there may never be wide-scale
agreement on which street epitomises the character of Colombo, The
Architect chose to turn its spotlight on Alfred House Gardens in Colpetty.
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lfred House Gardens — even the
name has resonance in Colombo’s
/ consciousness, with its stately
colonial sound. A street which was for
decades a quiet residential area of the
clite has, in the last few decades, been
transformed by incorporating commer-
clal spaces, restaurants, public facilities
and condominium residences. But in
his transformation, it has successtully
retained its quiet charm
Walking down Alfred House Gar-
dens, one has the experience of a
walled in’ effect with one side having
several multi-storey apartments  built
alongside each other. Therefore, this
narrow arterial space has a unique effect
ol a tunnelled-in quality, having very tall
buildings walled on one side and a row
ol independent buildings on the other,
merged in with a lot of greenery in the
arca. Deep light wells have been created
between buildings, providing infiltrated
hght and spatial drama during different
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