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A s u r v e y  o f  r i c e - f i e l d  weeds was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  two l a r g e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  
S r i  Lanka,  name ly ,  Ra tnapura  and Xurunega la ,  d u r i n g  t h e  'Yala' and 'Mahaf 
s e a s o n s  o f  1986. Rice c u l t i v a t i o n  I n  t h e  two d i s t r i c t s  depended ma in ly  on 
water r e c e i v e d  fr'dm' t h e l f n o n s o o n s  and by e x t e n s i v e  n e t w o r k s  of i r r i g a t i o n  
c a n a l s .  Two-hundred and t h i r t y - i o u r  f i e l d s  o f  R a t n a p u r a  d i s t r i c t  and 196 
f i e l d s  o f  t h e  Kurunega la  d i s t r i c t  were sanlpled a t  a  t i m e  when the  r ice was 
a t  h e a d i n g  t o  L l o w c r i n g  and f a r m e r s  had  c a r r i e d  o u t  weeding  o r  l i e r b i c i d e  
a ! ~ p l i c a t i o n s  Lor weed c o n t r o l .  One-hundred and i o r t y - s e v c ~ i  s p c c i e s  01  

weeds b e l o n g i n g  t o  95 g e n e r a  and  37 p l a n t  i a ~ n i l i e s  were r e c o r d e d  f rom t h e  
two d i s t r i c t s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a v e r y  r i c h  d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  weecl-f lora.  OL 

- t h e s e ,  38 s p e c i e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  less t h a n  10'7, f i e l d s ;  65 species  i n  11)-20:! 
f i e l d s  and  4 4  s p e c i e s  i n  20% o r  more i i e l d s .  

LJ By L'ar t h e  I I I O S ~  cornrnon and p r o b l c n i a t i c  weeds were  non no cotyledons o~ 
t h e  f a m i l i e s  P o a c e a e  (Gramineae )  and Cyperaceae .  T h r e e  g r a s s  s p c c i e s  
E c h i n o c h l o a  c r u s - g a l l i  (L . )Beauv. ,  B. colonunl ( L . ) L i n k .  and  Ischaemu~ll 
rugosurn S a l i s b .  emerged as t h e  most  a b u n d a n t  s p e c i e s  i n  b o t h  d i s t r i c t s ,  
b o t h  i n  terms o f  f r e q u e n c y  o f  o c c u r r e n c e  and l e v e l s  o f  i n i e s t a t i o n s .  
F i m b r i s t y l i s  r n i l i a c e a  ( ~ . * ) ~ a h i ,  Cype rus  p i l o s u s  Vahl  and C y p e r u s  i r i a  L. 
o f  t h e  C y p e r a c e a e  were a l s o  v e r y  common i n  b o t h  d i s t r i c t s .  l l i c o t y l e d o n  
weeds ,  a l t h o u g h  cornnlon i n  o c c u r r e n c e ,  g e n e r a l l y  d i d  n o t  p r e s e n t  major  - 
p r o b l e m s  t o  f a r m e r s ,  e x c e p t  Ludwigia  h y s s o p i f o l i a  i n  t h e  Ra tnapura  
d i s t r i c t .  Major d i i f o r e n c e s  i n  t h e  weed- f lo ra  o f  t h e  two d i s t r i c t s  were 
n o t  s e e n ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c l i m a t e  i n  Kurunega la  was nluch d r i e r  
t h a n  in R a t n a p u r a .  Farmer i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  r e v e a l e d  a n  
i n a d e q u a t e  knowledge  of weeds,  p rob lems  d u e  t o  weeds and  e f f e c t i v e  weed 
control, among t h e  farmer popula t ions  in the areas. 
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